,‘4F' 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
> RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

s’ 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


0 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


0 


for  the  year 

1968 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 
RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year 


1968 


. . . . • 


CONTENTS 


Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead  

Urban  District  of  Berkhamsted  

Rural  District  of  Hemel  Hempstead  ... 

Urban  District  of  Tring  

Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  

Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire 

County  Council  


Page 

8 

31 

47 

63 

74 

87 


3 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(also  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Dacorum  Division,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

K.  W.  M,  HARBORD,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 
(also  Asst.  County  Medical  Officer,  Hertfordshire  C.C.) 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

ALAN  C.  HORNE,  D.P.A.,  F.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Smoke  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates  - R.S.H.) 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

E.  BIRCH,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Smoke  Certificates  - R.S.H.) 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

D.  P.  J.  BYRNE,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  - R.S.H.) 

J.  A.  FISH,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Smoke  Certificates  - R.S.H.) 

K.  WHITELEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  - R.S.H.) 

C.  J.  WEST,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Diploma  of  the  P.H.I.E.B.) 

M.  R.  PEARCE,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Diploma  of  the  P.H.I.E.B.) 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector; 

R.  C.  SWEET,  Cert.  R.S.H.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  Sanitary  Science  Certificates  - R.S.H.) 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector : 

R.  H.  T.  CHAPPELL,  B.Sc.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  - R.S.H.) 


4 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 


T„  WILLIAMS  JONES,  M.R.S.H. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  - R.S.H.) 
(Also  Surveyor  to  the  District  Council) 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 
H.  THOMAS 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 

Public  Health  Inspector: 

R.  J.  BLANDAMER,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate  - R.S.H.) 


- 5 - 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  1968 
To  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BOROUGH  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of : 

THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  TRING 
AND  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  thirteenth  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  social  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1968.  The 
report  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  is  in  the  form  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  The 
sections  dealing  with  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area,  housing 
and  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  have  been  compiled  by  the 
public  health  inspectors  to  whom  I am  indebted.  The  final  section  of 
the  report  is  devoted  to  a brief  survey  of  the  personal  health  services 
in  the  division  for  which  the  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority. 

The  vital  statistics  are  on  the  whole  favourable.  The  trend 
towards  hospital  confinement  continues  and  almost  70%  of  the  births  now 
take  place  in  hospital.  A further  trend  is  becoming  increasingly 
apparent,  the  early  discharge  home  of  suitable  patients  within  48  hours  of 
their  delivery  in  hospital.  This  practice  accounts  for  almost  one  quarter 
of  the  hospital  confinements,  indeed  in  the  Tring  District  almost  half  of 
the  patients  confined  in  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  accepted  early  discharge. 

The  situation,  I believe,  arises  more  from  the  shortage  of  trained 
midwives  than  from  voluntary  election  and  it  is  one  which  is  likely  to 
persist  and  even  to  grow.  By  the  judicious  use  of  the  early  discharge 
system,  the  St.  Paul's  Hospital  was  able  to  accept  more  patients  than  in 
the  previous  year  despite  having  to  close  one  ward  for  half  of  the  year 
because  of  shortage  of  staff. 

The  system  promotes  an  idea  which  is  receiving  growing  support, 
the  need  to  unify  the  midwifery  services  under  the  one  control  so  as  to 
make  the  best  and  most  economical  use  of  staff,  particularly  nursing  staff. 

It  is  the  total  midwifery  scene  which  is  all  important,  not  the  individual 
parts  which  the  three  separate  authorities  at  present  control.  It  is  surely 
logical  that  those  who  have  the  decision  of  ward  closure  must  equally  bear 
the  responsibility  for  the  home  confinements.  To  exercise  the  one  without 
the  responsibility  for  the  other  might  well  reflect  unfairly  upon  the  patient. 

The  number  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  calls  for  little  comment 
save  in  the  case  of  measles.  In  the  middle  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health 
released  the  long  awaited  measles  vaccine  for  mass  immunisation  purposes, 
but  restricting  its  use  initially,  because  of  shortage  of  supplies,  to  children 
between  the  ages  of  4 - 7 years.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  supply  of  vaccine 
had  so  improved  that  most  of  the  restrictions  could  be  lifted  and  measles 
vaccination  was  included  in  the  routine  immunisation  programme  for  infants 
and  toddlers.  Whether  the  vaccine  has  had  any  effect  as  yet  on  the  prevalence 
of  measles  is  till  conjectural,  for  the  year,  in  any  event,  was  expected 
to  be  a non-epidemic  year.  The  hope  for  the  future,  however,  is  high  and 
we  may  well  have  seen  the  last  epidemic  of  the  disease. 
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Special  reference  is  made  in  the  report  to  mental  health.  The  year 
was  the  last  of  three  successive  years  when  Mental  Health  Weeks  were  held 
throughout  the  country,  when  local  health  authorities  set  up  their  stalls  and 
displayed  their  ware  not  only  to  inform  the  community  about  what  is  being  done 
locally  for  the  mentally  ill  and  mentally  subnormal  but  equally  to  gain  the 
community's  active  participation  in  the  work.  Much  hard  work  was  put  into  the 
Mental  Health  Weeks  by  voluntary  as  well  as  statutory  bodies  aid  many  worth- 
while results  were  achieved.  It  is  perhaps  an  appropriate  time  for  a detailed 
review  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  mental  health  to  appear  in  the 
annual  report . 

May  I,  in  conclusion,  thank  the  members  of  the  Councils  for  the 
continued  interest  they  have  shown  in  all  matters  relating  to  health  and 
the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  valuable  support. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant , 


R.  S.  HYND 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall , 

Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts . 

June  1969. 
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BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate  . 0) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
Peri-natal  mortality  rate  . . , 


20.4 

9.6 

8.7 
20.7 


A.3T63  c 9 0 e • 0 090  9 0 9 8 9 0 0 O C 9 • « 0 0 9 9 0 9 

• • • 

0 0 9 

7,193  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  mid-1968 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

65 , 300 

31st  December  1968  ...  ...  ... 

9 0 9 

9 9 9 

20,244 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December  1968  ...  ...  ... 

£4 

,313,313 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  1968/69 

9*9 

0 9 9 

£17,560 

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  0 « © * ® © © © » o • » e « ® ® ©•• 

9 9 9 

567 

481 

1,048 

Illegitimate  ® © • © © © © © © « « « c • » o • • • • • 

0 9 0 

55 

43 

98 

Total 

9 9 0 

622 

524 

1,146 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

17.5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

14.9 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  a » « • © © ••©  ©*©  ® ® « * • « * • « ©•• 

O 0 0 

7 

6 

13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

1 

1 

Total 

0 9 0 

8 

6 

14 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still 

births) : 

12.1 

Deaths : 

Males  245,  Females  243  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 0 0 

• • • 

488 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

9 0 0 

9 9 9 

7.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

0 0 0 

9 0 9 

11.2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

9 9 9 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

7 

16 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

0 9 0 

10 

8 

18 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ... 

0 9 0 

• • • 

15.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

0 0 9 

• • • 

15.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis 
but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V.D.)  ... 


2.46 

1.53 

1.21 

1.00 

0.00 

0.03 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  in  mid-1968  was  65,300 
as  compared  with  64,100  at  mid-1967.  The  natural  increase  of  population  or  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  658. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-- 
General  were  0.85  and  1.50  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make 
allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differ  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local 
crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability 
factor  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total  o^ 
1,146  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  58  on  the  previous 
year. 


The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  14.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  14.4  for  the  previous  year  and  16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 


After  adjustment  for  transfers,  14  still  births  were  registered  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  four  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth 
rate  was  12.1  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  9.1  for  1967 
and  with  14.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
of  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Borough  was  488,  (245  males,  243  females) 
an  increase  of  twenty-eight  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  11.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  10.9  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Of  the  100  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  the  primary  growth  in  25 
instances  was  situated  in  the  lung  or  bronchus. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  15.7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
9.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  years 
15  - 25  years 
25  - 35  years 
35  - 45  years 
45  - 55  years 
55  - 65  years 
65  - 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


Males 

Females 

Total 

10 

8 

18 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

3 

5 

- 

5 

6 

2 

8 

7 

6 

13 

27 

18 

45 

55 

15 

70 

59 

63 

122 

73 

129 

202 

All  Causes:  ...  245  243  488 


Causes  of  Death  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  ...  

4 

8 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

18 

7 

25 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  

- 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  

- 

3 

3 

Leukaemia  

1 

1 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc.  

28 

22 

50 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

4 

4 

8 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  

2 

2 

4 

Anaemias  

1 

- 

1 

Mental  Disorders  ...  ...  

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  nervous  system, etc.  ... 

- 

8 

10 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

- 

7 

7 

Hypertensive  Disease  

2 

5 

7 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

70 

37 

107 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

8 

9 

17 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

16 

41 

57 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

10 

13 

23 

Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  

21 

21 

42 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

17 

6 

23 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Peptic  Ulcer  

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis  

- 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  

- 

5 

5 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

2 

2 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-urinary  System  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

3 

7 

10 

Congenital  Anomalies  

3 

2 

5 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.,  ... 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions  ... 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

9 

2 

11 

All  Other  Accidents  

4 

3 

7 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  injuries 

6 

1 

7 

ALL  CAUSES: 

245 

243 

488 
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Infant  Mortality  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

M 

X 

CD 

0 

•s 

CO 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

Under  3 months 

3-6  months  | 

6-9  months  J 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year 

Prematurity  

5 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

5 

Rhesus  incompatibility  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

• 1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  . 
Other  Congenital 

1 

" 

<9 

1 

1 

2 

Malformations 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

3 

Birth  Injury  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hirschprungs  Disease  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchiolitis  

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

2 

Accidental  Death  

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Totals:  

10 

- 

1 

- 

11 

2 

3 

- 

2 

18 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water 

Since  the  water  undertaking  was  transferrred  to  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company,  fewer  samples  are  taken  by  the  inspectors . The 
bacteriological  quality  is  excellent.  Some  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  one 
house  following  a complaint  of  "queer  taste"  showed  that  contamination  was  caused 
by  a contraption  the  occupier  had  fitted  to  his  tap. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has 
no  more  than  0.05  parts  per  million  of  fluoride  present. 

Particulars  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains  and 
from  wells : 


Total  Number  in  Borough 

Dwellings 
20,410  * 

Persons 
65,300  + 

Number  supplied  from  main  

Number  supplied  by  wells  

20,390 

20 

65,233 

67 

* Supplied  by  Borough  Treasurer 
+ Registrar-General's  estimate 


Water  Samples  taken  during  1968 


Description  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Taken 

Satis . 

Unsatis . 

Main  supply  - chlorinated  

31 

27 

4 

Swimming  pool  

34 

34 

12 


Public  Swimming  Pool 


The  modern  open-air  swimming  pool  in  Park  Road  is  owned  by  the  Borough 
Council.  It  has  a capacity  of  320,000  gallons,  is  filled  from  the  main  water 
supply,  and  is  equipped  with  filters  and  break-point  chlorination  plant.  A 
generally  poor  summer  resulted  in  a fall  in  attendances  to  162,767.  Thirty- 
four  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  of  excellent  quality. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 

A survey  was  made  of  Felden,  the  only  area  of  any  extent  where  main 
drainage  is  not  yet  provided.  The  Council  has  applied  for  loan  sanction, 
but  it  has  not  been  authorised  in  view  of  the  present  economic  situation. 

There  are  a number  of  large  houses  in  extensive  grounds,  some  of  which  have 
septic  tanks  and/or  filter  systems  and  the  remainder  cesspools.  The  Council 
provide  a cesspool  emptying  service,  with  reduced  charges  to  houses  built 
before  1944,  and  the  majority  of  premises  are  visited  at  regular  intervals  from 
fortnightly  to  every  six  months. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

9 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

246 

135 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

24 

63 

5 

Total : 

279 

200 

10 

- 

13 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Particulars 

Nun 

iber  of  c 
defects 

ases  in  which 

were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
• which  pro- 
secutions 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Ref  e 

srred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

• were  in- 
stituted 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  

1 

““ 

T O t cl  1 . o o-  « O-  O-  o.  O-  O o O O O-  O-  O-  © 

12 

9 

- 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS: 


Making  wearing  apparel  ...  55 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  45 

Making  Christmas  crackers  . . ...  2 

Making  brushes  . . ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total:  122 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General : 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  144 

Housing  Acts  52 

Rent  Act  35 

Improvement  Grants,  Purchases,  Land  Charge  enquiries  . 109 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  50 

Overcrowding  and  multiple  occupation  28 

Problem  families  and  old  people  6 

Water  supplies  29 

Drainage  . ...  . . ...  390 

Refuse  disposal  87 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  557 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  144 

Building  Sites  ...  63 

Demolition  sites  ...  ...  ...  86 

Offices,  shops  and  railway  premises  - General  inspections  ...  49 

- Other  visits  767 

Swimming  Pool  11 

Shops  Act  34 

Petroleum  Acts  341 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  7 

Consumer  Protection  ...  12 

Pests  Act  - Rats  and  Mice  1,485 

Noise  Abatement  Act  163 

Dirty  and  Verminous  premises  4 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  215 

Clean  Air  Act  - visits  to  houses  2,600 

- visits  to  measuring  apparatus 270 

Smoke  observations  and  visits  143 

Fairgrounds  5 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  notice  588 

Interviews  1,471 

Food  hygiene  lectures  24 

Talks  to  organisations  22 

Attendances  at  court  ...  10 

Other  visits  564 

Food  Premises 

Slaughterhouses  3 

Butchers'  shops  ...  108 

Fishmongers  (including  fried  fish  shops)  39 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  67 

Bakehouses  36 

Licensed  premises  50 

Restaurants,  dining  rooms  and  kitchens  93 

School,  factory,  building  site  and  mobile  canteens  270 

Public  market  and  foodstalls  88 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  30 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  360 

Food  inspection  visits  ...  259 

Food  and  drugs  sampling  43 

Other  samples  57 

Food  hygiene  courses  15 


15  - 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.67. 

1968 

1968 

31.12.68. 

Formal  . . . 

9*0  • • • 

9*0 

4 

2 

2 

4 

Informal 

9*0  *00 

0 • • 

291 

250 

362 

179 

Total 

0 0 0 

259 

252 

364 

183 

— 

- 



.. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


Clean  Air 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Four  sets  of  measuring  apparatus  continue  to  operate.  Due  to  extension  work 
at  No. 3 site  at  Adeyfield  Secondary  Modern  School  readings  were  discontinued 
during  October  and  November,  whilst  at  Kodak  Ltd.,  Maylands  Avenue,  replacement 
of  the  building  in  which  No. 4 station  is  sited  meant  that  the  apparatus  was 
inoperative  from  September  to  November  inclusive. 

The  average  monthly  figures  and  the  Smoke/Sulphur  Dioxide  ratio  are 
shown  in  the  table. 

Figure  I shows  the  average  1968  monthly  figures  for  smoke,  whilst 
Figure  II  shows  the  sulphur  dioxide  records:  a mean  figure  has  been  taken  for 
all  four  sites.  To  compare  one  year  directly  with  another  can  sometimes  be 
misleading,  as  differing  weather  conditions  may  not  give  a true  comparison. 

Figures  for  1963  and  1964  are  also  shown. 

Despite  the  fact  that  none  of  the  four  measuring  stations  is  situated  in 
a smoke  control  area,  where  the  maximum  effect  would  be  discernable,  it  is 
encouraging  to  see  a substantial  reduction  in  smoke  pollution.  During  the 
winter  period  from  September  to  February  inclusive  there  is  on  average  only 
about  half  the  quantity  of  smoke  that  there  was  four  to  five  years  ago.  Since 
measurements  were  started  seven  smoke  control  areas  have  come  into  operation, 
comprising  about  one  third  of  the  Borough's  area. 

The  smoke  pollution  graph  illustrates  the  considerable  reductions  in 
smoke  during  the  summer  months,  when  domestic  fires  are  seldom  lit,  and  the 
generally  lower  level  of  emissions  throughout  the  year  compared  with  1963  and  1964. 
There  are  very  few  solid  fuel  industrial  or  commercial  installations  and  the  Council's 
policy  of  continuing  a smoke  control  programme  will  reduce  the  figures  yet  more. 

There  is  no  corresponding  reduction  in  sulphur  dioxide  pollution  over  the 
years,  although  the  shut  down  of  heating  appliances  produces  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  summer  months.  No  accurate  figures  are  available,  but  more  oil 
is  being  used  in  industry  and  commerce  and  much  of  it  contains  a higher  proportion 
of  sulphur  dioxide  than  found  in  solid  fuels. 
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Measuring  Stations 


The  four  measuring  stations  are:- 

No.l  Odeon  Cinema,  Marlowes;  In  the  town  centre,  surrounded  by 

mainly  modern  shops  and  commercial  and  administrative  buildings 
with  oil  fired  central  heating. 

No. 2 Old  Town  Hall,  High  Street:  In  a North-South  valley  with  parkland 
to  the  West  and  old  residential  and  shop  property  on  rising  ground 
to  the  East. 

No. 3 Adeyfield:  In  a secondary  modern  school  in  a post  war 
residential  district. 

No. 4 Kodak:  Situated  on  the  industrial  estate,  which  is  virtually 
a smoke  control  area. 


SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 


s 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


1 . Registration  and  Inspection 

Forty-eight  premises  were  newly  registered,  and  each  of  these  received 
a general  inspection.  In  addition  , 719  other  visits  were  made,  mainly  to 

follow  up  previous  inspections  where  contraventions  had  been  noted:  164 
notices  were  complied  with.  There  are  now  539  premises  on  the  register, 
comprising  148  offices,  332  retail  shops,  15  wholesale  premises,  42  catering 
establishments  and  canteens  and  2 fuel  depots,  employing  2,838  males  and 
3,197  females,  a total  of  6,035. 

2.  Contraventions 


Some  of  these  may  appear  trivial,  but  they  are  all  concerned  with  the 
health,  comfort  and  safety  of  workers.  It  is  too  late  after  someone  has  cut 
himself  badly  to  discover  that  there  is  no  first  aid  box,  or  to  issue 
instructions  about  keeping  passageways  clear  when  an  employee  has  already 
tripped  over  an  obstruction  and  sustained  a broken  limb.  The  inspector's 
aim  is  as  much  to  prevent  trouble  occurring  as  to  suggest  a remedy  after  it 
has  happened. 

3.  Accidents 


Notification  is  required  of  all  accidents  resulting  in  death  or 
absence  from  work  for  more  than  three  days. 

Type  of  Premises: 

Accidents  were  reported  as  having  occurred  in  35  premises  - 

Offices  5 Retail  Shops  17 

Wholesale  premises  10  Catering  establishments  1 (fatal) 

Canteens 

pauses  of  Accidents: 

Falls  - on  the  same  level  7 

from  one  level  to  another  4 

on  stairs  7 

Handling  goods  and  equipment 
Vehicles  in  motion 

Resulting  Injuries: 


Fatal  1 
Sprains  and  strains  16 
Bruising  6 
Wounds  8 
Fractures  4 


A little  forethought  would  prevent  many  accidents.  A trailing  flex  to 
an  office  machine  tripped  a clerk  who  was  handing  round  tea:  a shop  assistant 
cut  her  hand  when  picking  up  broken  jars  of  jam  which  had  been  knocked  down  by 
a customer:  boxes  left  in  gangways  caused  falls  to  other  employees  carrying 
goods,  who  failed  to  see  the  obstructions:  a greasy  floor  and  wet  stairs  led  to 
other  falls. 

The  fatal  accident  concerned  a man  of  sixty-two,  with  over  twenty  years 
employment  by  a pest  control  contractor.  He  was  surveying  restaurant  premises 
and  had  been  warned  that  false  ceilings  consisted  only  of  hardboard  tacked  to 
wood  battens.  He  squeezed  on  his  back,  into  a narrow  space  over  a stair  well. 
His  weight  caused  the  first  sheet  of  hardboard  to  pull  away  from  the  battens 
and  he  fell  about  twenty-five  feet,  probably  striking  the  metal  handrail  in 
his  fall.  He  suffered  severe  Injuries  and  died  some  days  later. 


(one  fatal) 
18 
16 
1 


21 


4.  Exemptions 


The  Act  provides  that  premises  may,  due  to  special  circumstances,  be 
exempted  from  its  provisions  in  respect  of  such  items  as  washing  facilities 
and  sanitary  conveniences , One  such  exemption  was  withdrawn  following 
construction  of  an  additional  convenience  at  a shop  and  there  are  now  no 
exemptions  in  force  in  the  Borough „ 

5 ,  Legal  Proceedings 

Action  was  taken  against  the  occupiers  of  three  retail  shops  who  failed 
to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  although  notices  had  been  served 
and  they  had  received  both  verbal  and  written  reminders „ They  were  found 
guilty. 

Shop  .1 . 

Shop  2, 

Shop  3, 


6 ,  Comment 

There  is  reasonable  compliance  with  the  Act's  provisions  in  the  majority 
of  premises  and  most  occupiers  quickly  rectify  any  shortcomings.  It  is  still 
an  unhappy  truism  that  far  too  many  people  in  managerial  or  supervisory  posts 
know  far  too  little  of  the  law  that  applies  to  their  premises. 


HOUSING 

There  are  no  large  areas  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  which  require  to  be 
dealt  with  as  clearance  areas,  but  each  year  a number  of  old  houses  reach  a 
stage  where  satisfactory  repairs  can  no  longer  be  carried  out  at  reasonable 
expense  , They  are  dealt  with  by  demolition  or  closing  orders.  Others  are 
repairable,  and  informal  notices  served  on  owners  are  usually  sufficient. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  few  builders  available  to  undertake  this  type  of 
work  and  long  delays  are  experienced  before  completion. 

The  town  is  fortunate  in  having  only  a few  houses  let  in  multiple 
occupation:  if  any  are  discovered,  they  must  be  brought  up  to  the  Council's 

standard  requirements  in  relation  to  facilities  such  as  water  closets, sinks 
and  water  supply. 

The  Housing  Manager  remarks 

'The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Common  Housing  List  as  at  31st  December, 

1968,  had  increased  to  2,413,  Of  this  number,  1,557  were  living  in  rooms  and  856 
were  occupying  separate  accommodation  which  was  either  lacking  in  amenities  or 
unsuited  to  their  needs  for  various  reasons.  In  addition  76  applicants  were  on  the 
approved  list  awaiting  housing,  having  been  selected  through  the  Council's  points 
scheme.  Of  this  number  63  were  sharing  accommodation  and  13  occupying  their 
own  separate  accommodation.  One  applicant  living  in  property  subject  to  a 
closing  order  was  also  awaiting  rehousing, 

1,273  new  applications  were  received  during  the  year, 

282  houses,  flats  and  old  people's  bungalows  have  been  built  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  and  also  60  garages.  These  new  properties,  together  with  chance 


Refrigerator  motors  not 
adequately  guarded 

No  thermometer  and  no 
first  aid  box 

No  thermometer  and  no 
first  aid  box 


Fined  £5 

Fined  £6  and  3 gns,  costs 
Fined  £6  and  3 gns,  cost 


/continued. . 


Housing  Manager  remarks:-  /continued... 

vacancies  that  occurred,  made  it  possible  for  the  Borough  Council  to  house  233 
applicants  from  the  waiting  list  and  transfer  277  tenants  to  more  suitable 
accommodation.  In  addition;,  a further  6 tenants  were  housed  from  unfit 
properties.  The  Commission  for  New  Towns  housed  411  applicants  from  the 
Joint  Housing  List  and  6 tenants  occupying  unfit  properties :- 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:- 

(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent 

Prefabricated  

Nil 

- 

- 

Permanent 

Brick  

68 

3- bedroom  (51) 

4- bedroom  (17) 

134 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Prefabricated  

Nil 

- 

- 

Permanent  Brick  

325 

Various 

239 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.68.  was  as  follows :- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1968:- 


Number 

Site 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Central  Nursery 

2 

2-bedroom,  4 person  houses 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced  but  not  completed 

at  31.12.68:- 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

Number 

Number 

Houses 

Commenced 

Completed 

Highfield  Scheme  14  .... 

377 

Various 

377 

278 

Lockers  Park  Lane  

68 

3- bedroom  (51) 

4- bedroom  (17) 

68 

47 

23 


(c) 


Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected^  i.e.  Schemes  about 
which  arrangement's  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made 


at  31.12.68:- 


Site 

Proposed 

No . of 
Houses 

Type 

Elephant  Farm  Allotment  .......... 

60 

3-bedroom  houses 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  .............. 

(B.l.  Phase  1) 

188 

Various 

Anchor  Lane  .......... ............ 

9 

1-bedroom  flats 

01  d Peopl e ' s Home  5 

Grove  Hill  .......a............. 

30 

1-bedroom  flatlets  with  warden 
facilities 

I am  indebted  to  the  Commission  for  the  New  Towns  (Kernel  Hempstead 
Executive)  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  progress  of  the 
New  Town;- 

1.  Estimated  New  Town  Population:  0 .............. . 39 , 800  (at  31.12.68.) 

2.  Housing 


(a)  Dwellings  constructed  in  1968: 

29 
103 
24 

Total : .......  156* 

* All  at  Grove  Hill,  Precinct  A,  and  includes  houses  built  for  sale. 

(b)  Total  dwellings  constructed  up  to  31st  December,  1968: 

(including  houses  built  for  sale) 

115,708  (Adjusted  figure) 

(c)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1968: 

Grove  Hill  Precinct  A .....................  330 

Vauxhall  Road  .............................  24 

Lawn  Lane /Cedar  Walk  ......................  4 

Total;  ...............  358 


2-bedrooms 

3=bedrooms 

4-bedrooms 


3.  Industry 


(a)  Total  number  of  factories  completed  to  31st  December,  1968  ....  69 

(b)  Factories  completed  during  1968  3 

(c)  Extensions  completed  during  1968  ..............................  2 

(d)  New  factories  under  construction  at  31.12.68.  .................  1 

(e)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.68.  ....................  3 

(f)  Estimated  employment  in  main  industrial  area  at  31.12.68.  .....  12,485 
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Service  Industry 


(a)  Number  of  firms  in  operation  at  31 .12.68,,  ...............  74 

(b)  New  premises  completed  during  1968 2 

(c)  New  premises  under  construction  at  31.12.68.  ...........  1 

(d)  Extensions  under  construction  at  31.12.68.  ............. 

5 . Offices 

(a)  Total  floor  space  completed  to  31.12.68:  374,936  sq.ft,  (gross) 

There  has  been  no  additional  office  accommodation 
constructed  during  the  year.  The  gross  floor  area 
is  now  shown  in  order  to  conform  with  the  returns 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  The  figure  provided  last  year 
(340,000  sq.ft.)  represented  the  net  floor  area. 

(b)  Under  construction  at  31.12.68:  232,000  sq.ft. 


6 . Shops 

(a)  Completed  at  31.12,68: 

(i)  Town  Centre  ...........................  169 

(ii)  Elsewhere  133 

(b)  Completed  during  1968:  ......................  Nil 

(c)  Under  construction  at  31.12.68;  .............  Nil 


7.  Schools 

Grove  Hill  Primary  School  was  completed  during  the  year,  bringing  the 
total  number  of  new  town  schools  at  31st  December,  1968  to  38,  providing 
15,090  places. 

8.  General 


A new  Magistrates  Court  was  completed  in  the  Civic  area  during  the  year 
and  is  now  functioning. 

The  distribution  and  storage  depot  constructed  by  a consortium  of  oil 
companies  participating  in  the  United  Kingdom  Oil  Pipeline  scheme, 
was  officially  opened  on  17th  September,  1968  and  is  now  operational. 
The  depot  is  designed  to  receive  and  distribute  380  million  gallons 
of  petrol,  kerosene  and  gas  oil  annually. 

The  construction  of  the  new  headquarters  office  block  for  Kodak  Limited 
was  started  on  Aeroplane  Meadow  at  the  southern  end  of  the  town  centre. 
The  19-storey  building  of  415,000  sq.ft,  will  contain  232,000  sq.ft,  of 
office  space  and  500  car  parking  spaces. 

CARAVANS 


The  Jarman  Fields  site  is  two  years  old  and,  in  spite  of  some  disappointments 
and  difficulties,  has  been  of  real  value  to  the  Irish  families  who  have  been 
able  to  spend  some  time  there.  The  year  has  seen  changes  in  the  families,  in 
supervising  personnel  and  in  the  site  itself.  A gradual  change  in  the  attitude 
of  some  local  authorities  is  evident  and  this  aspect  will  be  considered  later. 

As  knowledge  of  the  itinerants  grows  it  is  increasingly  obvious  that  the 
problem  of  integrating  them  into  the  static  population  has  no  simple  solution 
and  will  take  a long  time.  While  some  have  already  shown  a readiness  to  settle 
and  adopt  an  entirely  new  life  as  house  dwellers,  other  families  must  wait  for 
the  present  children  to  grow  up  before  settlement  is  practicable. 
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New  Sites 


The  rate  of  progress  depends  on  local  authorities.  Unfortunately  that 
part  of  the  Caravans  Sites  Act  which  requires  the  provision  of  sites  for 
itinerants  is  not  yet  in  force  and  no  date  has  been  promised.  Any  action 
being  taken  is  restricted  to  those  councils  who  appreciate  that  there  is  a 
problem  and  are  prepared  to  do  something  about  it.  Overall  responsibility  is 
placed  upon  County  Councils,  but  the  District  Councils  are  obviously  very 
much  concerned  and  certainly  have  to  face  the  strenuous  opposition  of  residents 
who  live  anywhere  near  a proposed  camp  site.  Hertfordshire  took  the  lead  some  time 
ago  by  providing  two  camps  for  Romanies,  one  near  Hertford  and  one  at  Bushey. 

There  is  another  small  private  site  between  Hatfield  and  Hertford. 

The  Hemel  Hempstead  venture  has  raised  considerable  interest.  A member  of 
staff  was  among  the  panel  speakers  at  a national  conference  in  January,  arranged 
by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors,  which  attracted  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  delegates  from  authorities  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Various  other 
meetings  have  been  addressed,  including  a refresher  course  for  Inspectors  at 
Bristol  University. 

Numerous  inquiries  were  received  and  visits  by  members  and  officers  of 
local  authorities  have  been  arranged  here.  Several  councils  have  now  provided 
camps  of  their  own  or  are  planning  to  do  so,  and  this  is  encouraging.  Pressure 
on  existing  sites  by  itinerants  wanting  to  stop  there  gives  much  trouble  and 
eviction  of  trespassers  who  have  nowhere  else  to  go  is  a very  unpleasant  task 
for  all  concerned.  Not  until  room  is  available  for  all  itinerants  will  it  be 
possible  to  really  start  solving  the  gypsy  problem. 

Jarman  Fields 


There  have  been  considerable  improvements  here  with  the  provision  of 
water  closets,  drainage,  a community  hut,  car  park  lighting  and  a children's 
playground.  The  hut  is  an  adapted  post-war  temporary  bungalow  which  provides 
a meeting  room,  office,  kitchen,  bathrooms  and  a toilet.  It  is  in  constant 
use  by  some  forty  people,  the  majority  children,  and  suffers  a certain  amount 
of  damage,  but  is  invaluable  as  a centre  for  various  indoor  activities.  Bathing 
facilities  are  greatly  appreciated  and  the  tenants  look  after  them  quite  well. 

Equipment  and  materials  for  the  playground  were  provided  by  the  Council, 
and  the  installation  was  undertaken  by  a group  of  young  people  gathered  by  the 
United  Nations  Association  from  various  European  countries.  The  local  Support 
Group  arranged  accommodation  for  them  in  the  Girl  Guides  hut  and  the  Catholic 
Church  Room  at  Boxmoor  and  entertained  them  in  the  evenings.  Unfortunately, 
they  had  to  contend  with  what  they  regarded  as  typical  English  weather,  as  it 
rained  nearly  every  day  of  the  fortnight,  and  they  all  developed  heavy  colds. 

But  they  worked  cheerfully,  and  the  girls  extended  their  activities  to  decorating 
the  interior  of  the  hut.  A happy  evening  was  spent  at  the  Town  Hall,  where  the 
Mayor  showed  them  the  civic  suite  and  obtained  their  signatures  in  the  visitors 
book. 

Advisory  Committee 


The  Council  decided  to  set  up  an  Advisory  Committee  to  include  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Support  Group,  together  with  officers 
from  the  various  departments  involved.  The  informal  discussions  are  of  great 
value,  particularly  when  dealing  with  the  personal  problems  of  both  site 
dwellers  and  housed  families. 

Progress 


Progress  has  been  made.  One  of  the  original  six  families,  who  left  the 
site  for  a time  but  later  returned  to  the  area,  has  been  accommodated  in  a Welfare 
Department  house,  whilst  another  met  the  necessary  qualifications  to  go  into  a 
Council  house,  the  second  one  to  do  so.  Two  other  families  who  lived  on  the 
site  for  a time  found  house  accommodation  in  London.  This  not  only  gives 

/continued . . . 
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these  particular  families  a feeling  that  they  at  last  begin  to  take  their 
place  in  society,  but  also  shows  other  travellers  the  advantage  of  settling 
in  one  place.  Instead  of  the  constant  anxieties  of  not  knowing  where  next 
to  stop,  there  is  a roof  overhead,  an  address  to  be  quoted,  regular  schooling 
for  the  children,  shops  for  the  wives  and  his  'own'  pub  for  the  man. 

Supervision 

The  volunteer  who  did  so  much  to  organise  the  site  in  its  early  days 
left  to  obtain  specialised  training  and, in  October,  the  Council's  first  full- 
time warden,  a trained  social  worker,  commenced  duties.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  inspector  who  had  shown  so  much  interest  in  itinerants  and  had 
shouldered  the  day-to-day  administrative  work,  obtained  a post  with  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Council,  where  he  will  be  employed  entirely  on  the  gypsy 
problem.  This  is  a lead  other  counties  should  follow. 

The  Support  Group,  consisting  of  a number  of  local  people  who  have  taken 
a very  practical  interest  in  the  itinerants  and  their  problems,  has  again  given 
invaluable  help.  They  are  always  at  hand  when  problems  arise,  particularly  those 
not  the  direct  concern  of  official  bodies.  Their  activities  also  extend  to  those 
families  who  have  been  housed,  who  find  the  task  of  settling  down  not  altogether 
easy. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISON  OF  FOOD 


Complaints 

Seventy-eight  complaints  were  received  concerning  food  stuffs  and  can 
be  summarised  as:- 

Foreign  matter  in  food  stuffs  , , , , , 43 

Mouldy  ox  stale  .......a.  20 

Others  15 

Thirty  of  the  complaints  involved  bread  and  flour  confectionery , 


Prosecutions 

Two  cases  were  heard  in  the  magistrate's  court  and  two  adjourned  until 
early  in  1969,  Those  heard  were;- 

1.  Used  plastic  straw  in  soft  drinks  Fined  ilQ  and  5 gne,  costs 

2.  Used  finger  dressing  in  cream  cake:  Fined  ilS  and  3 gns,  costs 


Retail  Food  Premises 

The  number  of  retail  food  premises  at  31st  December,  1968  wass- 


Butchers  32 

Fishmongers  - Wet  and  dried  fish  only  ...  1 

- Wet,  dried  and  fried  fish  10 

Grocers  , , , 38 

Greengrocers  21 

Grocers  and  greengrocers  (mixed  trade  - not  included  in  above)  25 

Flour  confectionery  (bread  and  cakes)  44 

Sugar  confectionery  (sweets)  ...  71 


/continued, . . 


Retail  Food  Premises 


/continued 


Licensed  premises  (not  including  Of f “Licenses)  . „ . . » , 

Licensed  premises  serving  main  meals  (including  above) 

OafeS  ooo  ooe  e o . ooe  8 e » oqo  ooo  e o s 009  ooe 

Registered  for  sausage  making,  food  preservation,  etc. 
Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  . . . ...  . . . ...  . . . 

Number  of  premises  concerned 


in  above 


46 
17 
28 

47 
136 
257 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

Number  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above  Regulations  ...  . ..  257 

Number  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  16  ...  ...  . „ . ...  . ..  253 


All  premises  concerned  comply  with  Regulation  19. 


Food  Hygiene  Education 

» 

The  courses  of  ten  lectures  arranged  in  conjunction  with  the  Dacorum 
College  of  Further  Education  have  continued.  The  new  requirement  of  a 
minimum  of  fifteen  students  is  not  easy  to  meet,  and  the  Autumn  afternoon 
class  had  to  be  abandoned „ So  far  317  food  handlers  have  completed  a course. 

Past  students  have  been  invited  to  meet  again  on  two  occasions.  In  the 
Spring  a representative  from  Birds  Eye  Foods  presented  a film  and  discussed 
problems  which  may  arise  with  retailers  or  customers,  and  a visit  was  later 
paid  to  the  Express  Dairies  milk  plant  at  Ruislip. 

Talks  were  given  to  other  groups,  including  the  Home  Helps  Service,  with 
a total  attendance  of  259. 


Slaughterhouses 


There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  attached  to  a butcher's  shop. 
This  slaughterhouse  complies  with  the  statutory  standards  and  is  suitable  for 
a limited  amount  of  slaughtering,  excluding  cattle.  No  slaughtering  was  carried 
out  during  1968. 


Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip.  The  main  items  of  unfit  food  dealt  with  weres- 


Carcase  meat  and  offal 
Fish  ...  „ „ . 

Fresh  Fruit  ... 
Miscellaneous  ... 
Frozen  food  packets 
Tins,  jars  or  packets 


a © O 0 9 0 OOO  090  090 
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ooo  ooo  »oo  ooe  o • o 

ooo  ooo  ooo  o c o ooo 

OOO  OOO  OOO  ooo  ooo 


ooo 

17 

cwt  s „ 

44 

lbs 

O ft  9 

1 

cwt . 

106 

lbs 

ooe 

3 

cwt . 

62 

lbs 

ooo 

1 

cwt . 

12 

lbs 

6,197 

3,965 


Food  and  Drug  Sampling 

Eighty-three  informal  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  three 
of  them  drugs.  Seven  were  forwarded  following  complaints  by  customers,  and  a 
further  two  were  incorrectly  labelled. 

Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 

Routine  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

Poultry  Processing  Premises 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  Borough 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

- 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

56 

- 

Nil 

Measles  

42 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Meningitis  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective)  .. 

1 

1 

Nil 

Dysentery  

3 

- 

Nil 

Erysipelas  

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  ... 

11 

- 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Meningitis 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

(Infective) 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

4 

5 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

4 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

1 

6 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4-5  years  

1 

11 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

3 

22 

13 

- 

- 

- 

3 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 45  years  

-- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

45  - 65  years  

- 

-- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

i — 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  cases  notified: 

4 

56 

42 

i 

1 

3 

1 

11 

29 


TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulr 

nonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 

at  1st  January,  1968  ............... 

161 

130 

7 

17 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 

first  time  during  the  year  ........ 

5 

2 

— 

2 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.,  transfers-in  etc.)  ......... 

7 

5 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register  during  the  year  .......... 

23 

38 

1 

2 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

150 

99 

6 

17 

30 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BEjRKHAMSTED 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


A^ea 1,982  acres 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid  1968  ...  15,040 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1968  4,856 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1968  £802,197 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1968-69  £3,150 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital 

Statistics 

Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

119 

107 

226 

Illegitimate  ... 

11 

9 

20 

130 

116 

246 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

16.4 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

16.8 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  

- 

2 

2 

Illegitimate  

— 

"" 

Total 

♦ • • 

• • • 

- 

2 

2 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  Clive  and  still)births : 

8.1 

Deaths : 

Males  81,  Females  77  ...  ...  . . 

158 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • * 

10.5 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

* * t 

11.1 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . 

• * A 

# • # 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  - 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  ...  . , . ...  

1 

1 

Total 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

16.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

i • * 

• • • 

• ♦ • • • • 

9.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live 

births 

• • ♦ 

• • • • • • 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  „ , . 4 . , . . , ... 

12.2 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  . . , ...  ... 

8.1 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  . ...  

16.1 

Death  Ra!te  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  ,.. 

• • • 

T • » 

• • 

• • • • * * 

3.19 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1.80 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory 

System)  ...  ...  ...  ...  , . . 

2.39 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

t • • 

• * • 

* • • « • • 

1.73 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

• e • 

0 9 0 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

• © O 

0 0 0 

8 

3 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  . ..,  ... 

• • • 

• t • 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  ...  ... 

• e • 

0 0 0 

- 

L 

1 

Leukaemia  - 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc.  ... 

o • o 

0 O O 

3 

7 

10 

Anaemias  

1 

“ 

1 

Mental  Disorders  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

• • o 

0 0 0 

2 

2 

4 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

22 

13 

35 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

« • • 

0*0 

2 

3 

5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

5 

16 

21 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• 0 • 

0 0 0 

3 

4 

7 

Influenza  ...  

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ...  

5 

9 

14 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

16 

4 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ... 

• • 0 

o o o 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  Syst-em 

0 0* 

9 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

• 0 • 

0 0 0 

1 

1 

2 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

0 O • 

9 © O 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

2 

3 

5 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

O0O 

O 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

0 0 0 

9 0 0 

1 

2 

3 

All  Other  Accidents  

- 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

. . . 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

81 

77 

158 

Infant  Mortality  in  1968 


Causes  of 
death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

xs 

A 

0 
s 

n 

1 

pH 

n 

xi 

+> 

G 

0 

e 

co 

0 

CO 

•G 

-p 

G 

0 

E 

05 

CO 

9 -12  month^ 

Total  under 
1 year 

Prematurity  

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

= 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  Congenital 
Malformations  ... 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

3 

TOTALS : 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

l 

- 

- 

- 

4 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 


Town  Supply 


The  Statutory  Undertakers  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  are  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company. 

Water  is  obtained  from  three  boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  at  Berkhamsted 
Pumping  Station  where  all  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  to  supply.  There 
are  two  covered  reservoirs,  one  containing  370,000  gallons  and  the  other  300,000 
gallons.  The  average  daily  water  consumption  was  approximately  60  gallons 
per  head. 

The  water  is  hard, therefore , no  action  has  been  necessary  for  plumbo- 
solvent  contamination.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  does  not  exceed 
0.05  p.p.m.  (F) . 

In  addition  to  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company,  samples  are  taken 
from  various  premises  within  the  district  and  are  submitted  monthly  by  this 
Council  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Private  Supplies 


A laundry,  one  factory  and  the  Council's  swimming  bath  obtain  water  from 
boreholes . 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  is  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Population 

(estimated) 

(a)  Supply  direct 

to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  be  me 
of  Standpip 

ans 

es 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

16,699 

5,037 

16,699 

- 

- 

Water  Samples  Taken  During  1968 


Swimming  Baths 

There  are  four  swimming  baths  within  the  district. 


1.  Town  Bath.  An  open-air  swimming  bath  constructed  in  1925,  enlarged  and 
improved  in  1965,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Council. 
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The  capacity  is  147,000  gallons  and  the  water  is  obtained  from  an 
80  ft.  borehole.  The  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled  annually  prior  to  the 
swimming  season.  Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through 
sand  pressure  filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal 
chlorination  is  used.  Proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment 
and  aeration  is  carried  out  after  chlorination. 

Six  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

2.  Ashlyns  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  1934,  owned  and 
managed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  and  used  by  the  staff  and  pupils 
of  the  School. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and  re-filled 
six  times  every  year.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  sand  pressure 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  four  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is 
carried  out  and  proprietary  chemicals  added  for  pH  adjustment.  The  water 
is  heated  by  a calorifier. 

One  sample  was  taken  in  addition  to  the  routine  samples  of  the  County 
Council . 

3.  Berkhamsted  School.  A covered  swimming  bath,  constructed  in  1890,  owned 
and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  during  the  August  holidays.  The  capacity  is  40,000  gallons. 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  ten  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  and  proprietary  chemicals  are  added  for  pH  adjustment.  Twelve  samples  were 
taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

4.  Berkhamsted  School  for  Girls.  An  open  air  swimming  bath,  constructed  in 
1935,  owned  and  managed  by  the  School  and  used  by  its  staff  and  pupils. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  main  supply  and  the  bath  is  emptied  and 
re-filled  annually  prior  to  the  Summer  season.  The  capacity  is  80,000 
gallons . 

Purification  is  effected  by  continuous  filtration  through  pressure  sand 
filters,  the  turnover  period  being  six  hours.  Marginal  chlorination  is  carried 
out  by  a chlorinator  using  chlorine  gas.  Proprietary  chemicals  and  soda  are  added 
for  pH  adjustment „ 

One  sample  was  taken  which  was  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Purification  of  sewage  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  sewage  disposal 
works.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  Three  samples 
of  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  all  complied  with  the  recommended 
standards . 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  are  connected  to  sewers,  but 
there  are  approximately  110  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  which  are  emptied 
when  necessary  by  a neighbouring  authority.  The  cost  of  emptying  is 
recovered  from  the  owners  of  the  properties.  Some  cesspools  are  emptied  by 
a private  contractor. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


Refuse  Collection 


Refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  weekly.  A charge  is  levied  on 
trade  premises  where  more  than  one  bin  load  per  week  is  collected. 
Accumulation  and  lumber  are  collected  from  private  dwelling  houses  for 
a set  charge  of  ten  shillings. 

The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  has  been  successfully  continued  and 
a regular  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained. 

The  pilot  scheme  for  paper  sack  refuse  containers  has  been  continued 
and  extended  to  all  new  Council  houses  and  flats.  Due  to  the  economic 
situation  the  Council  have  resolved  not  to  proceed  with  the  further  provision 
of  paper  sacks. 

Two  Dennis  Paxit  II  and  one  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  TZ  type  Packamatic 
vehicles  are  used  for  collection,  each  with  a crew  of  one  loader/driver 
and  three  men.  A Karrier  Dual  Tip  vehicle  is  kept  in  reserve.  Subject 
to  receiving  loan  consent,  the  Council  propose  to  purchase  a replacement 
vehicle  in  1969. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Two  men  are  employed 
and  a Bristol  Taurus  Tractor  is  used  to  assist  compaction. 

In  order  to  discourage  indiscriminate  dumping  within  the  District, 
free  tipping  facilities  are  available.  Unwanted  cars  can  be  taken  to  the 
tip  free  of  charge  by  householders  within  the  Urban  District. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government, 
arrangements  have  been  made  at  the  tip  for  the  disposal  of  a small 
quantity  of  radio-active  waste,  but  none  has  been  received  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act , 1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors); 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4s,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  „ . . . 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  „ . * ... 

54 

162 

4 

- 

(Hi)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 
outworkers ' premises)  . „ „ , , . 

7 

7 

• 

TOTAL  o»o  • o o 

61 

169 

4 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 


Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remed- 

ied 

Referred 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS  s 


1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections: 

General 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  

Improvement  Grants  ...  ... 

Sub-standard  houses  

Houses  in  multiple  occupation 
Offices  & Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rodent  control  * 

Factories  ...  

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  

Refuse  disposal  ...  ... 

Swimming  bath  

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Building  sites  ...  ...  . 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Noise  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houseboat  ...  ...  

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  

Offices  & Shops  Act  - Accidents  

Suspected  Food  Poisoning  

Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  

Immigrants  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ...  ... 

Infectious  diseases  contacts  ...  ....  ... 

Clean  Air  Act  ... 

Child  Minders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Home  Counties  Licensing  . 

Rag  & Flock  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

Complaints ; 

Private  drains  ...  ...  

Combined  drains  ...  ...  

Housing  defects  ...  

Offensive  accumulation  

F OOd  ...  .eo  o.o  oo.  ...  ...  ... 

Public  Sewer  ...  ...  

Private  Sewer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Noise  ....  ...  ...  ... 

Cesspools  ...  

Rivers  ...  ...  ...  

Clean  Air  Act  ...» 

Fireguards  Order  ...  ... 


Food  Premises : 

Food  delivery  vehicles 
Food  stalls  ...  ... 

Grocers  ...  ... 

Slaughterhouse  ... 
Restaurants  ...  ... 

Butchers  ...  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

Confectioners  ... 

Greengrocers  ...  ... 

Fishmongers  ...  ... 

Multiple  stores  ... 
Licensed  premises 
School  kitchens 
Canteens  ...  ... 

Old  people's  kitchens 


Notices 

Served  and 

Complied  with 

Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.67. 

1968 

1968 

31 .12.68. 

Informal  . . * 

6 

86 

80 

12 

Formal  . . e 

- 

1 

1 

— 
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204 

86 

109 

44 

621 

89 

210 

70 

142 

27 

6 

244 

44 

33 
103 

1 

16 

4 

10 

8 

1 

34 

5 
9 
7 
2 
4 


29 

14 

20 

1 

9 

9 

4 
2 
1 
2 
1 

5 


25 

44 

157 

82 

124 

135 

122 

100 

94 

62 

179 

79 

39 

11 

1 


Houses 

Food  Premises 


Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and  Contraventions  Remedied 


106 

29 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


A Pest  Destruction  Officer  is  employed  whose  services  are  shared  with 
Berkhamsted  R.D.C. 

During  the  year  170  infestations  of  brown  rates,  15  of  house  mice  and 
5 of  glis-glis  were  dealt  with. 

For  the  majority  of  infestations,  Warfarin  with  an  oatmeal  base  was 
used  for  poisoning.  Raticate  was  also  used  successfully  and  Alphakil 
against  mice.  There  is  no  evidence  that  rats  are  Warfarin  resistant. 

Charges  are  not  made  for  treatment  at  dwelling-houses. 


Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  a private  contractor  using  25  per  cent 
f luoracetamide  (1081),  A separate  return  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 


Three  shops  are  registered  and  statutory  conditions  are  observed. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  district. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

The  Council  made  arrangements  for  the  burial  of  one  person  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  50  of  the  Act. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  with  the 
Council  and  the  number  of  persons  employed  at  31st  December,  1968;- 


Number  of 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Class  of  Workplace 

Registered 

Premises 

Males 

Females 

Of  f 1 C6S  f • • 0 0 c 000 

• • • 

• • • 

65 

451 

582 

Retail  Shops  ...  ... 

0 • • 

0 0 0 

117 

162 

388 

Wholesale  Shops  ... 

♦ • «► 

0 0 0 

3 

25 

• - 

Catering  Establishments 

• • f 

0 0 0 

16 

30 

39 

Canteens  . . . 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

2 

- 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . ... 

0-0  0- 

0 0 0 

1 

7 

- 

TOTALS : 

204 

675 

1,017 

This  table  does  not 

include 

premises 

in  factories, 

Crown  premises  a 

nd  those 

owned  by  Local  Authorities,  all  of  which  are  registered  by  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories;  neither  does  it  include  approximately  one  hundred  shops  and  offices 
which  are  exempt  from  registration. 


Four  accidents  were  notified  and  investigated.  A separate  annual  report 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 
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HOUSING 


Clearance  of  Sub-Standard  Houses: 

1 . 2-5  Church  Lane  and  3-10  Eddy  Street 


Clearance  Orders  in  respect  of  these  houses  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  Minister. 

2 „ 40-50  High  Street  and  1-6  Thompsons  Row 


A Clearance  Order  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  confirmation, 
which  was  the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  in  March,  1969. 

3.  56  Houses  remain  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  programme. 

Improvement  Grants: 

27  applications  were  considered  for  standard  grants,  21  were  approved 
and  15  grants  totalling  £2,436  have  been  paid. 

The  following  summary  of  the  position  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
Council  houses  is  given  by  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  B.E.A-.  Badman:- 

"Ashlyns  Estate  (Phase  I) 

The  housing  contract  proceeded,  not  with  without  difficulties,  but  the 
year  end  saw  the  first  lettings  when  6 two-bedroom  flats  were  occupied.  The 
whole  contract  is  due  to  be  completed  in  October,  1969,  and  negotiations  are 
proceeding  at  the  moment,  at  ministerial  level,  with  a view  to  Phase  II  details 
being  approved  and  a contract  commenced  early  in  1970. 

Modernisation  - 28  Houses  at  Northchurch 


A contract  was  awarded  during  the  year  for  modernisation  of  28  houses  at 
Northchurch  (Darrs  Lane,  Seymour  Road  and  Granville  Road).  Work  was  commenced 
in  July,  1968  and  the  end  of  the  year  saw  five  houses  completed.  The  scheme 
provides  for  space  heating  to  ground  floor." 

During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  .............. 

82 

Flats  and  Houses 

49 

(b)  Completed: 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

'Type 

Permanent  Brick  .......... 

6 

2 bedroom  flats 

20 

L. 
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Housing  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced,  but  not  completed 
at  31.12.68;- 


No.  of 

No . com- 

No . com- 

Site 

Houses 

Type 

menced 

pleted 

Ashlyns  Estate  ....... 

185 

Flats  and  houses 

82 

6 

Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses,  at 
31st  December,  1968 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1968 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

No.  complying 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation  19 
Applies 

No.  complying 
with 

Regulation  19 

Bakehouses  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers  

14 

14 

14 

14 

Cafes,  etc.  

13 

13 

13 

13 

Canteens  

5 

5 

5 

5 

Clubs  ...  ... 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Confectioners  - flour 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Confectioners  - sugar 

18 

18 

18 

18 

Dairies  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fishmongers,  wet  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishfriers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Grocers  

21 

21 

21 

21 

Multiple  Food  Shops 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Nursing  Homes 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Public  Houses  ... 

Public  Houses  (serving 

18 

18 

18 

18 

main  meals)  

3 

3 

3 

3 

Registered  for  - 

(a)  sausage  making  . . . 

8 

8 

8 

8 

(b)  ice-cream 

manufacture 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  ice-cream  sale 

(pre-packed) 

40 

40 

40 

40 

School  kitchens 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chinese  Restaurants 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Note : 

Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided; 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  to  be  provided. 
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Milk  Distribution 


All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Ultra  Heat  Treated. 

There  is  one  registered  dairy  and  six  retail  distributors  who  sell 
milk  which  is  bottled  or  cartoned  outside  the  district. 


Ice  Cream 


Forty  premises  are  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  ice  cream  sold  is  prepacked  and  exclusive  to  national  proprietary  brands. 

One  premises  is  registered  for  manufacture.  Two  samples  were  taken 
and  were  satisfactory. 


Poultry  Processing  Premises 


There  are  no  such  premises  within  the  district. 


Slaughterhouses 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  which 
complies  with  the  construction  regulations.  All  the  meat  is  inspected  after 
office  hours.  The  arrangements  with  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Council  for  a 
relief  Meat  Inspector  were  continued  and  no  untoward  difficulty  was  experienced. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1968:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part;- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ...  ... 

187 

- 

- 

666 

- 

- 

Number  inspected  .... 

187 

— 

— 

666 

— 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

34 

7 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci.... 

18.1 

1.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part:- 


Cont ' d . 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation   

\ ~j 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  

- 

- 

■*  ■ 

- 

- 

- 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  under  supervision  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip.  The  following  were  also  dealt  with  after  voluntary  surrender 


Meat  and  Offal  from  Slaughterhouse  498  lbs. 

Other  meat  and  offal  216  lbs. 

Bacon 103  lbs. 

Cheese 12  lbs. 

Tinned  Food  2,338  tins 

Frozen  Food  3,090  packets 

Fish  181  lbs . 

Cornish  Cream  15  lbs. 


It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  frozen  foods  were  unfit  due  to 
refrigerator  failures. 


Prosecutions  and  Food  Complaints 

12  complaints  concerning  food  were  investigated.  Two  warning  letters 
were  sent  to  the  retailers.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

- 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

- 

Nil 

Measles  

9 

- 

Nil 

Acute  Pneumonia  

2 

- 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning  

40 

- 

Nil 

Infectious  Hepatitis  

2 

1 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Food 

Poisoning 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

1 

- 

„ 

- 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

1 

25  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Total  cases  notified: 

1 

5 

9 

2 

40 

2 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1968,  

24 

39 

3 

6 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

3 

1 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.,  transf ers-in.  etc.) 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

Register  during  the  year  

5 

10 

1 

1 

Total  nuiriber  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  

22 

31 

2 

6 

New 

Cases 

Des 

iths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

i 0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

■ - 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

1 

1 

— 

Totals:  

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

46 


b*n  ‘U$*a  *•»«:>  \o  itdiituK) 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 


HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
1968 


- 47  - 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  General  Statistics 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,250  acres  and  contains  the 
parishes  of  King's  Langley,  Chipperf ield , Flaunden,  Bovingdon,  Great  Gaddesden, 
Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1968  14,680 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1968  4,658 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1968  £590,275 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1968/69  £2,230 


2,  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

116 

97 

213 

Illegitimate  

6 

12 

18 

Total  ... 

122 

109 

231 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

15.7 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

16.5 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

2 

3 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births : 

21.2 

Deaths 

Males  78,  Females  72  ...  

150 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

10.2 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

• • • 

10.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

Total 

4 

1 

5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  21.6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  23.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  12.9 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  12.9 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  33.9 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease  3.07 

Cancer  2.25 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  1.06 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System)  1.43 

Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases,  excluding  Tuberculosis, 

but  including  Syphilis  and  other  V . D.  0.00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1968  was  14,680 
as  compared  with  14,310  for  mid-1967.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  i.e. 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  81  compared  with  66  for  the  previous  year. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  1.05  and  1.07  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth, 
and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differ  from  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are 
multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  comparable  with 
the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for 
any  area  for  that  year. 


Births 

After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  231  live  births  was  registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  33  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  14,5  for  the  previous  year  and  16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  five  still  births  were  registered  during 
the  year,  two  more  than  the  previous  year.  The  still  birth  rate  was  21.2  per 
1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  14,4  for  the  previous  year  and 
with  14.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  Rural  District  was  150,  an  increase  of 
18  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  9.7  for  the  previous  year.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.9 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  21.6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
30.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  years 
15  - 25  years  . . . 
25  - 35  years  . . . 
35  - 45  years  . . . 
45  - 55  years  . . . 
55  - 65  years  . . . 
65  - 75  years  . . . 
75  years  and  over 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups 

Males  Females  Total 

T 1 5 

1 - 1 


2-2 
2 13 

3-3 
11  7 18 

23  28  51 

32  35  67 


All  Causes:  ...  78  72  150 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus  

8 

1 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  

- 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc.  

10 

5 

15 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

2 

1 

3 

Anaemias  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc 

1 

2 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

1 

2 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease  

- 

3 

3 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

16 

10 

26 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

1 

5 

6 

Cerebrovascular  disease  

8 

11 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  

2 

5 

7 

Pneumonia  

7 

4 

11 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

2 

2 

4 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  

5 

1 

6 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  

- 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  genito-urinary  system  

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  anomalies  

1 

2 

3 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  

1 

1 

2 

Other  Causes  of  Peri-natal  mortality  

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions  

- 

4 

4 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

2 

1 

3 

All  Other  Accidents  

3 

1 

4 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  

2 

- 

2 

ALL  CAUSES: 

78 

72 

150 

Infant  Mortality  in  1968 
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Prematurity 
Accidental  death 


TOTALS : 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  41  premises  in  the  rural  district 
dependent  upon  private  water  supplies.  This  represents  a reduction  of  three 
in  the  year,  as  a large  transport  cafe  has  now  been  connected  to  the  main 
supply  following  poor  results  from  bacteriological  samples;  also,  two 
neighbouring  houses  in  an  outlying  district  were  connected  to  the  main  supply 
after  sampling  had  shown  one  to  have  a contaminated  bore  supply. 

Of  the  44  samples  taken  in  the  year,  all  from  private  supplies,  38 
were  satisfactory.  Of  the  six  premises  where  the  remaining  samples  were  taken, 
four  supplies  were  re-sampled  giving  satisfactory  results,  one  was  connected  to 
the  main,  and  one  is  still  receiving  further  investigation. 

Rainfall 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1968,  was  29.72 
ins.  The  corresponding  figure  for  1967  was  31.68  ins.  There  were  163  days 
with  over  0.01  ins.  of  rain,  and  120  days  with  over  0.04  ins. 

The  wettest  month  was  September  with  5.38  ins.  and  the  driest  was 
February  with  0.97  ins.  The  annual  rainfall  figure  was  1.12  ins.  above  average. 

The  general  impression  of  the  year  was  one  of  wetness.  The  flood  of 
September  came  at  the  end  of  a miserable  summer. 

Main  Water  Supplies 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied 
from  the  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


(a)  Direct  to 

(b)  By  Means  of 

Parish 

Population 

Houses 

Stan 

dpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bovingdon 

3,040 

910 

3,036 

Nil 

Nil 

Flamstead 

1,417 

415 

1,387 

Nil 

Nil 

Flaunden 

186 

56 

186 

Nil 

Nil 

Great  Gaddesden 

1,250 

350 

1,175 

Nil 

Nil 

King's  Langley 

5,233 

1,569 

5,230 

Nil 

Nil 

Chipperf ield 

1,833 

550 

1,832 

1 

1 

Markyate 

2,567 

770 

2,567 

Nil 

Nil 

A1 

1 figures  are 

estimated 

There  were 

no  complaints  or 

deficiencies  regarding  mains 

water  supplies 

during  the  year. 


Main  water  in  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  following  water  authorities 
Bovingdon  ) 

King  s Langley)  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 
Flaunden  ) 

Piccotts  End  ) 

Markyate  ) 

Flamstead  ) Luton  Water  Company 

Great  Gaddesden) 

(excluding  Piccotts  End) 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 


Cesspool  Drainage 


The  wet  season  aggravated  somewhat  the  number  of  requests  received 
of  cesspools  requiring  immediate  attention.  Free  emptying  is  carried  out 
six  times  a year  in  non-sewered  areas  and  the  substitution  of  this  frequency 
for  the  previous  four  times  a year  has  considerably  lessened  the  number  of 
urgent  requests  for  emptying. 

The  work  output  is  in  excess  of  that  required  to  deal  with  cesspools 
within  this  district,  and  surplus  work  capacity  is  employed  to  empty  cesspools 
for  Watford  Rural  District  Council  at  Sarratt  and  Abbots  Langley. 

Two  machines  are  employed,  one  of  1,100  gallons  capacity  and  one  of 
1,500  gallons. 

There  seems  little  likelihood  of  the  sewered  areas  of  the  district 
being  extended,  although  during  the  year  a new  sewer  was  constructed  to 
connect  Bryfield  Cottages,  Flaunden  Lane,  Bovingdon,  to  the  Council's 
sewer  near  Flaunden.  There  is  a need  to  consider  sewering  of  the  Bushfield  Road, 
Shothanger  Way  and  Stoney  Rise  area  of  Bovingdon. 

Pail  Closets 

With  the  sewering  of  Chipperf ield , the  emptying  of  pail  closets  in 
that  parish  ceased  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  left  10  houses  at  Bryfield 
Cottages,  Bovingdon  (where  the  work  of  conversion  from  pail  closets  to  W.C.'s 
was  in  hand)  and  25  houses  in  the  Water  End  and  Gaddesden  Row  area  where 
regular  collection  of  pail  closets  still  has  to  continue.  It  seems  likely 
that  these  latter  closets  will  be  with  the  Council  for  a long  time. 

Labour  Supply  for  Cleansing  Services 

There  is  still  difficulty  in  recruiting  suitable  men  for  this  service, 
a difficulty  shared  by  all  local  authorities  in  the  area.  The  administration 
of  cleansing  services  is  more  difficult  than  ever  before  and  is  an  area  of 
public  operation  particularly  sensitive  to  complaint.  Household  refuse  is 
collected  weekly  in  this  district,  but  the  position  has  been  reached  that  the 
delay  of  an  hour,  much  less  a day,  from  the  normal  time  invites  comment. 

Sack  Storage  for  Refuse 

The  system  installed  at  Chipperf ield  late  in  1967  has  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily.  The  system  has  been  extended  to  include  about  two 
dozen  properties  in  Rucklers  Lane,  Kings  Langley,  where  access  for  collection 
is  difficult,  and  a system  of  bin  liners  has  been  installed  in  200  properties 
at  Bovingdon. 

Apart  from  the  cost  angle,  the  greatest  difficulty  with  this  scheme  is 
the  disposal  of  hot  ashes;  the  occupier  must  adopt  some  method  to  cool  ashes. 

With  the  rapid  decrease  in  the  use  of  solid  fuel,  the  difficulty  will  lessen 
over  the  years. 

Organisation  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  rural  district  is  dumped  at 
Moor  Mill,  Radlett,  in  a large  commercial  tip  occupying  an  old  gravel  pit. 

The  amount  of  refuse  being  received  into  this  tip  makes  it  likely  that  this 
Council  will  soon  have  to  take  their  refuse  even  further  for  disposal. 

The  fact  that  refuse  has  to  be  transported  at  least  ten  miles  from 
the  collecting  area,  and  that  the  tip  closing  time  is  fixed  by  the  tip 
operators,  brings  additional  complications  in  the  organisation  of  this 
service.  The  sensible  thing  to  do  would  appear  to  combine  forces  with  adjoining 
authorities .to  establish  a transfer  depot.  There  are  disadvantages  to  this  procedure 
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Organisation  of  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  cont'd 


(double  handling,  huge  purpose-made  tipping  vehicles  and  storage  problems) 
but  it  seems  wrong  in  principle  for  fleets  of  expensive  refuse  collection 
vehicles  to  be  running  up  and  down  the  motor-way.  If  ever  a service 
called  for  national  re-organisation  on  a broad  basis  it  is  refuse  collection 
and  disposal. 

Litter  Baskets 

These  now  number  over  80  and  many  of  the  containers  have  been  modified 
to  take  plastic  sacks.  The  baskets  are  emptied  weekly,  and  a landrover  is 
used  for  this  purpose  and  also  for  collecting  refuse  from  isolated  premises; 
collections  from  these  isolated  premises  (amounting  to  about  20)  are  made 
fortnightly . 

Trade  Refuse 

No  special  charge  is  made  for  trade  refuse  collected  from  shops  unless 
twice  a week  collection  is  demanded.  It  is  most  doubtful  if  charging  for 
shop  waste  would  be  worth  while. 

Special  Refuse 


No  charge  is  made  for  removal  of  waste  rubbish,  old  furniture  etc. 
accumulated  by  households  (except  for  builders'  rubbish).  This  is  an 
essential  and  very  much  welcomed  service.  During  the  year  it  was  operated 
on  Saturday  mornings  using  an  old  vehicle  with  three  men;  this  service  calls 
for  a rather  different  type  of  vehicle  than  a packing  refuse  collecting  vehicle 
of  conventional  pattern. 

Old  Cars 


The  removal  of  derelict  vehicles  is  carried  out  rigorously.  No 
attempt  is  made  to  recover  costs  involved  unless  blatant  disposal  is  made  on 
public  roads.  Owners  of  vehicles  are  not  traced  (the  work  involved  and 
the  results  obtained  would  not  be  worth  the  trouble) . 

67  vehicles  were  reported  during  the  year;  of  these  20  were  removed  and 
destroyed.  In  addition,  a number  of  vehicles  were  surrendered  for  destruction 
by  owners  living  in  the  rural  district. 

Last  year  42  cars  were  subject  to  notice  and  6 were  removed.  The  problem 
is  on  the  increase. 

Road-side  Litter  and  Rubbish 

The  cleansing  of  verges  and  commons  continued,  and  although  the  district 
was  kept  clean  the  cost  in  labour  and  transport  was  considerable.  The  rubbish 
left  behind  by  gipsies  contributed  to  countryside  mess  and  particularly  badly 
affected  were  the  verges  of  roads  in  Markyate  and  Flamstead. 

Some  of  our  village  streets  are  not  kept  as  clean  and  tidy  as  one  could 
wish;  the  County  Council  has  difficulty  in  getting  labour  for  this  work  and 
it  seems  likely  that  street-sweepers  will  die  out. 

Private  Refuse  Disposal 

Action  was  taken  by  the  County  Council  in  respect  of  fires  at  a private 
tip  run  by  a farmer  in  the  district,  and  penalties  were  awarded.  This  is  the 
first  time  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act  has  been  enforced  in  the  courts 
in  this  district.  The  nuisance  from  burning  paper,  plastic  and  rubber  had 
continued  for  years  on  this  tip  and  in  spite  of  warnings  and  a written  undertaking, 
the  temptation  to  burn  overcame  the  occupier. 
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Private  Refuse  Disposal  cont'd 


A private  refuse  tip  for  non-putrescible  materials  at  Flamstead  gave  no 
trouble.  An  application  to  dispose  of  spent  paper  pulp  in  an  old  quarry 
adjoining  was  subject  to  a Ministry  public  appeal,  and  the  result  is  not  yet 
known . 

Disposal  of  Cesspool  Liquid 

This  is  becoming  a most  serious  problem  in  the  Northern  Parishes.  To 
reconcile  cost  factors,  convenience  to  the  public,  purity  of  underground 
water  resources  and  functioning  of  sewage  works  seems  impossible.  There  is 
little  doubt  that  sooner  or  later  this  fluid  will  all  have  to  be  disposed  of 
in  sewage  works,  and  some  modification  of  these  installations  may  be  necessary. 


PEST  CONTROL 

There  were  39  contracts  for  inspection  and  treatment  of  rodents  on 
farms  and  business  premises,  plus  5 Council  properties.  Each  property  is 
inspected  at  least  monthly.  In  addition  there  were  124  complaints.  The 
number  of  complaints  is  more  than  the  year  previous.  The  last  three  years 
has  shown  a definite  increase  in  rat  infestation  of  the  countryside  and  is 
probably  due  to  modern  farming  methods  whereby  a considerable  amount  of 
grain  is  left  after  harvest. 

The  department  deals  also  with  complaints  of  squirrels,  rabbits, 
glis-glis,  flies,  cockroaches,  bees  and  wasps.  Two  complaints  of  nuisance 
from  pigeons  were  received  from  Markyate,  each  complaint  arising  when 
pigeon  fanciers  had  left,  leaving  their  pets  behind. 

Complaints  were  also  received  regarding  domestic  cats  in  a wild 
condition  and  foxes  pillaging  poultry  establishments. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act , 1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

1 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

53 

18 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  

12 

7 

TOTAL:  ...  ... 

66 

25 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 

Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Cases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  - 
unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3.  OUTWORKERS:  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Visits  and  Inspections  (other  than  Food  Premises): 


Houses,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  156 

Infectious  diseases . ..  7 

Water  supply  ...  56 

Drainage  71 

Caravan  Sites  108 

Public  cleansing  156 

Schools  9 

Miscellaneous  208 

Interviews  82 

Petroleum  ...  19 

Pet  shops  and  animal  boarding  establishments  ...  11 
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Notices  Served  for  Defects 


During  the  year  two  statutory  notices  were  served.  No  legal  action  was 
required.  Premises  subject  to  formal  and  informal  notices  amounted  to  46. 

Boarding  Kennels  and  Pet  Shops 

3 boarding  kennels  and  2 pet  shops  are  registered.  No  difficulties 
were  encountered. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts  1928  and  1936 

The  licensees  of  underground  petrol  storage  tanks  of  over  25  years  of 
age  and  those  of  uncertain  age  were  informed  that  no  re-licensing  would  be 
allowed  until  their  tanks  were  tested  by  approved  process.  The  general 
experience  is  that  tanks  over  25  years  old  tend  to  leak  and  are  potentially 
dangerous . 

Travellers 


From  time  to  time  (and  especially  in  the  winter  months)  tinkers  and 
similar  travellers  occupy  grass  verges  of  the  lanes  in  the  Northern  Parishes. 

They  are  persuaded  to  move  on  and  steps  are  then  taken  to  clear  up  the 
deposited  rubbish.  The  police  have  co-operated  in  the  control  of  this  social 
problem  and  no  undue  difficulties  have  been  met. 

The  degradation  and  primitive  conditions  of  "living  (if  that  is  the  right 
word)  of  the  travellers  encamped  along  the  country  lanes  in  the  wet  weather 
comes  near  to  animal  existence.  Without  delving  too  deeply  into  the  philosophy  of  a 
minority  group  predatory  upon  organised  society,  it  seems  a pity  that  such  untidy 
messes  are  left  behind  to  spoil  the  image  of  what  must  have  been  at  one  time  a 
proud  virile  race. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  following  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

74 

Bed-sit  flats 

(27) 

87 

One-bed  flats 

(22) 

3-bedroom  houses 

(16) 

2-bedroom  houses 

(9) 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Permanent  Brick  

54 

One-bed  flats 

(12) 

90 

2-bedroom  houses 

(8) 

3-bedroom  houses 

(34) 

56 


The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.68.  was  as  follows:- 
(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  completed  during  1968:- 


Site 

Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Bovingdon : 

St . Lawrence  Close  

19 

1-bedroom 

bungalows 

(5) 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(14) 

Gaddesden  Row: 

West  De sn  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

8 

1-bedroom 

flats 

(4) 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(4) 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

14 

2-bedroom 

houses 

(8) 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(6) 

Flamstead : 

Vicarage  Meadow  

14 

1-bedroom 

flats 

(8) 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(6) 

Chipperf ield- 

Croft  End  Road  

12 

3-bedroom 

houses 

(4) 

1-bedroom 

flats 

(8) 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  Schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.68. :- 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 
Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley: 

Rucklers  Lane  

8 

3-bedroom  houses 

Markyate : 

Pickford  Road  

23 

1-bedroom  flats  (16) 

3-bedroom  houses  (7) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  1968 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Number  of  Food  Premises: 


Private  schools  serving  meals  

Council  and  Church  schools  serving  meals 
Hotels,  etc,  „ , c 

Public  houses  with  restaurants 
Public  houses  other  than  above 

Transport  cafes  

Butchers  „ . . , . ,,  , „ . . ... 

Bakehouses  - „ . « , . ...  ... 

Fish  shops  ...  „ . » 

Industrial  canteens  ...  ...  ... 

Shops  selling  food  ... 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
(included  in  above) 

Club  premises,  halls,  etc.  ... 
Residential  homes  ...  ... 


ice-cream 


3 

10 

4 
2 

30 

5 
8 
4 
4 
1 

44 

40 

9 

2 


Number  of  Inspections  in  1968  (excluding  slaughterhouse  visits) : 


Bovingdon  and  Flaunden 
Chipperfield  ... 
King's  Langley 
Great  Gaddesden 

Markyate  

Flamstead  ... 


57 

31 

83 

14 

49 

30 


Total  Inspections:  ...  ...  264 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960: 

No.  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  16  (wash  hand  basins)  ....  126 

No.  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19 
applies  (facilities  for  washing 

food  and  equipment)  ...  ...  ...  ....  107 

No,  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with 

Regulation  19  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Unsound  Food 

There  have  been  few  examples  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
department.  Each  complaint  was  carefully  investigated  but  no  legal  action 
was  necessary . 


Inspection  of  Food  Premises: 

It  has  been  policy  to  inform  occupants  prior  to  visiting.  This  eliminates 
some  suspicion  of  snooping  but  one  hotel  manager  did  apologise  for  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  his  kitchen  by  saying  that  he  had  forgotten 
that  the  inspector  was  coming  on  that  day. 

It  is  impossible  to  generalise  as  to  whether  occupiers  of  big  premises 
or  little  ones  are  the  most  enlightened,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  small  village  shop  is  mostly  used  only  for  articles  forgotten  on  visits 
to  town,  and  were  it  not  for  credit  and/or  delivery  and/or  attention,  the 
village  shop  would  be  even  less  required. 

Deep  Frozen  Food : 

The  good  profit  margin  for  shopkeepers  and  the  qase  of  use  has  brought  a 
transformation  in  food  shops.  The  older  type  of  cabinet  without  automatic 
de-frosting  givps  considerable  work  in  keeping  cabinets  as  they  should  be; 
the  proper  rotation  of  stocks,  both  from  these  cabinets  and  generally  in  food 
shops  does  not  always  seem  to  be  done  adequately. 
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Public  Houses: 


The  modernisation  of  The  Bell  Public  House  at  Bovingdon  was  completed. 
During  the  year  one  most  unsatisfactory  public  house  changed  hands,  otherwise 
the  Council  was  prepared  to  oppose  renewal  of  the  licence. 

In  this  particular  part  of  the  country,  providing  modern  sanitary 
amenities  in  public  houses  seems  bound  up  with  abolition  of  public  bars, 
complete  re-building  of  the  premises,  and  sometimes  a change  for  the  worse 
in  the  "atmosphere". 

There  are  still  public  houses  with  no  separate  W.C.  accommodation  for 
the  sexes  and  no  sanitary  urinals  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  this  kind 
of  accommodation  is  expected  to  encourage  custom.. r 

There  are  too  many  public  houses  in  the  rural  district. 

Slaughterhouse : 

The  district  has  one  slaughterhouse.  The  owner  died  in  the  autumn 
and  the  actual  management  of  the  premises  was  carried  on  by  the  family. 

This  small  slaughterhouse  was  constructed  to  supply  village  shops  with  fresh 
meat. 


Over  the  years  it  has  extended  its  throughput  and  been  used  for  the 
wholesale  pork  trade.  Because  of  the  combination  of  using  shopmen  as 
slaughtermen  and  the  supposed  demands  of  the  trade,  the  premises  concentrate 
most  of  the  slaughtering  into  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  also  slaughter 
through  the  remainder  of  the  week. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  a small  local  authority  is  supposed  to  cope 
with  inspection  problems  under  these  conditions.  Rural  authorities  with 
slaughterhouses  serving  large  urban  communities  are  disadvantageously  situated. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  management  of  these  premises  comes  to  a decision 
of  the  future  extent  of  use  so  that  the  local  authority  can  deal  with  the 
inspection  problem  on  a reasonable  basis. 

Comparison  of  Slaughtering  Figures  1964  - 1968: 

Figures  are  given  in  units: 

Cattle  5 units 

Calves  1.5  units 

Sheep  1 unit 

Pigs  1.5  units 


Year 

No.  Killed 

Increase  over  previous 

1964 

7,127 

2,282 

1965 

7,810 

683 

1966 

8,386 

576 

1967 

8,654 

, 268 

1968 

9,625 

971 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  in  whole  or  in  part:- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  . ...  ... 

232 

- 

712 

656 

4,494 

— 

Number  Inspected  ...  .... 

232 

- 

712 

656 

4,494 

- 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

4 

1 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

63 

2 

2 

30 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  .... 

27.1 

0.84 

0.45 

0.77 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

29 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
by  tuberculosis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.65 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatmenl 
by  refrigeraton  ...  ... 

2 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ...  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ...  . 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis  ...  

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Measles 

Infectious 

Hepatitis 

Under  1 year  

- 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

- 

3 

- 

2-3  years  

- 

3 

- 

3-4  years  

- 

5 

- 

4-5  years  

- 

4 

- 

5-10  years  

1 

13 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

1 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

1 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

1 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

65  years  and  over... 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

- 

- 

- 

Total  cases  notified: 

1 

31 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Puli 

nonary 

Non-Pi 

almonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  1st  January,  1968  

27 

21 

5 

9 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  

1 

- 

- 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers  in,  etc.)  

3 

__ 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year  

2 

3 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

26 

21 

5 

11 

-4 

- 6 

1 - 

Age  (years) 

New 

Cases 

Deati 

is 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulr 

nonary 

Non-Pi 

llmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

— 

— 

- 

•— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years  

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

20  - 25  years  

- 

f 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

1 

Totals:  

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  ...  

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  mid-1968  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Valuation  List  at 

31st  December,  1968  

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1968  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  1968/69  

2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


4,407  acres 
8,470 

2,909 

£327,085 

£1,367 


Live  Births: 

Legitimate  ...  

Illegitimate  

Total 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population: 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate  ...  . . . 

Illegitimate  . ., 

Total 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births: 
Deaths : 


Males  36 , Females  38  

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 

79 

86 

165 

5 

2 

7 

84 

88 

172 

20.3 

19.9 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

births : 

5.8 

74 

• • • • • • 

8.7 

• • • • • • 

10.7 

Nil 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age: 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  17.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  12.1 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  11.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  11.6 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  17.3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from: 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  3.41 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  1.50 

Cancer  1.77 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  ...  0.94 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 


The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1968  was  8,470 
as  compared  with  7,990  at  mid-1967.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  last 
year,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  98. 

Comparability  Factors 

The  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  births 
and  deaths  are  0.98  and  1.22  respectively.  These  factors  for  use  with  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor  they  are  compar- 
able with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 


Births 


After  adjustment  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  births,  a net  total 
of  172  live  births  was  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  a decrease  of 
six  as  compared  with  1967. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  19.9  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  22.0  for  the  previous  year  and  with  16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

After  adjustment  for  transfers,  one  still-birth  was  registered  during 
the  year.  The  still-birth  rate  was  5.8  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  as 
compared  with  5.6  in  the  previous  year  and  with  14.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total 
deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  74,  an  increase  of  ten  on 
the  total  for  the  year  1967. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  10.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  9.1  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Vascular  Lesions  of  the 
Nervous  System  and  Respiratory  Diseases. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17.4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
5.6  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

Prematurity  

1 

‘ - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  .... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  Pulmonary  Oedema  

- 

- 

■» 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS  

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

31 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Other  Tuberculosis,  incl . late  effects 

. . . 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

2 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  ...  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc.  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ... 

- 

2 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  

- 

2 

2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ... 

8 

10 

18 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

4 

3 

7 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

4 

4 

8 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

- 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

2 

- 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ... 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

1 

- 

1 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

- 

2 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other  External  Causes  

1 

- 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

38 

74 

Deaths  in  Age  Groups 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year  ... 

2 

1 

3 j 

1-5  years  ...  ...  

- 

- 

5-15  years  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  ...  ...  

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  

1 

- 

1 

35  - 45  years  ...  . . ... 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

55  - 65  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

5 

4 

9 

65  - 75  years  . , . . , . . ...  

10 

12 

23 

75  years  and  over  

16 

20 

36 

ALL  CAUSES: 

36 

38 

74 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Problems  relating  to  refuse  collection  and  disposal  received  detailed 
consideration  by  a sub-committee  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  storage  and  collection  was  introduced  on 
the  Eight  Acres  estate  of  a hundred  houses.  If  this  pilot  scheme  proves  successful, 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  system  to  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  Council  agreed 
in  principle  to  purchase  an  additional  refuse  collection  vehicle  during  1969/70. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  the 
negotiations  with  the  Wing  R.D.C.  were  resumed  with  a view  to  establishing  a joint 
refuse  tip  in  a disused  quarry  at  Ivinghoe  Aston,  situated  about  six  miles  from 
Tring.  In  the  meantime,  refuse  is  transported  to  a private  tip  at  Radlett,  twenty 
miles  away  and  this  results  in  a heavy  strain  on  the  collection  service. 

A facility  has  been  provided  as  required  by  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967, 
for  the  reception  of  refuse  from  householders.  This  comprises  a 12  cu.yd.  container 
situated  at  the  sewage  disposal  works,  New  Mill,  into  which  residents  can  deposit 
any  refuse  during  the  hours  of  7.30  a.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  Monday  to  Friday,  and 
8.0  a.m.  to  10.0  a.m.  and  3.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m.  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The 
container  is  collected  regularly  by  a contractor  who  disposes  of  the  refuse  at  a 
private  tip. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

32 

33 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises)  

5 

12 

Total:  

41 

49 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3.  OUTWORKERS: 9 
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The  Council  agreed  in  principle  to  take  part  in  the  Hertfordshire 
Housing  Consortium's  building  programme  for  1969  in  respect  of  the  Back  Barn 
Allotments  site.  This  scheme  provides  for  20  three  bedroom  houses  and  24  one 
bedroom  bungalows  for  old  persons  situated  close  to  the  town  centre. 


During  the  year,  the  following  number  of  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick 

- 

- 

72 

(b)  Completed : 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick ... 

- 

- 

101 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31,12.68.  was  as  follows:- 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  previously  commenced,  but  not  completed 

at  31.12.68.:- 


Site 

Number  of 

Type 

No . com- 

No . com- 

Houses 

menced 

pleted 

Surrey  Place,  Akeman 
Street  

15 

(1-person  flatlets  (8) 
(2-person  1 bedroom  flats(7) 

15 

Nil 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  projected,  i.e.  schemes  about  which 

arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12,68, : - 


Site 

Proposed  Number 
of  Houses 

Type 

Back  Barn  Allotments 

44 

3-bedroom  houses  (20) 

1-bedroom  bungalows  for  old  persons  (24) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1968  175 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District :- 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960, 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No . of 
Premises 

No.  of  Prem- 
ises fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  16 

No.  of  Prem- 
ises to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No . of  Prem^ 
ises  fitted 
to  comply 
with  Reg.  19 

Wet  fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Fried  fish  shops  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers ' shops  

6 

6 

6 

6 

Greengrocers  

6 

6 

4 

4 

Grocers  and  mixed  trade 
including  sugar  confec- 

tionery 

26 

26 

8 

8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Canteens  

10 

9 

10 

10 

Clubs  

4 

3 

3 

3 

Dairies  

2 

- 

- 

- 

Licensed  Premises: 

Public  houses  ......... 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Serving  main  meals  .... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Off  Licences  

4 

4 

— 

— 

Totals  

77 

73 

50 

50 

One  butcher's  shop  and  one  restaurant  closed  during  the  year. 

2.  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act: 


Ice-cream  premises  18 

Preserved  food  premises  9 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  31 


4.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  one  premise  only , and  the  registration  certificate 
is  limited  to  the  use  of  pre-packed  liquid  mix. 

5.  There  are  no  egg  pasteurizing  plants  in  the  district. 

6.  There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district. 

7.  Milk  sampling  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Department  who  notify  the  District  Council  of  any  positive  samples  found 
The  farms  concerned  are  visited  by  the  public  health  inspector  to  ensure  that 
no  raw  milk  is  consumed. 

8.  Unfit  food  surrendered  at  food  premises  (other  than  the  slaughterhouse)  is 
disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  refuse  tip  and  comprised  the  following 
foodstuffs :- 

Fresh  Meat  120  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  13  lbs. 

Tinned  foods  1 lb. 

Various  frozen  food  183  lbs. 

Meat  Inspections 

There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  at  which  all  animals  killed  are 
inspected  by  veterinary  surgeons  in  private  practice.  Meat  and  offal  condemned 
at  the  slaughterhouse  is  sterilised  and  processed  at  a dog  food  factory  situated 
in  a neighbouring  district. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  tuberculosis  and  other  disease 
found  on  post-mortem  examination  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  during 
1968:- 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part:- 


Cattle 

Sheep 

exclud- 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

ing  Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

3,927 

33 

1,724 

5,367 

- 

-T 

Number  inspected  

3,927 

33 

1,724 

5,367 

mm 

Mi 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 

losis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

r- 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

1,726 

18 

1,510 

** 

spected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  . . . 

49.1 

-• 

1 .04 

28.1 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 
Percentage  of  the  number 

""" 

inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ....  . ..  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ... 
Generalised  and  totally 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

condemned 

— 

— 

- 

r 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Total 

Admitted 

Disease 

Cases 

to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

Measles  

47 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year  .... 

1- 2  years  ..... 

2- 3  years  

3- 4  years  

4- 5  years  ..... 

5- 10  years  .... 
10  - 15  years  . . . 
15  - 25  years  . . . 
25  - 45  years  . . . 
45  - 65  years  . . . 
65  years  and  over 
Age  unknown  ..... 


Age  Groups 


Measles 


1 

6 

12 

11 

3 

14 


Total  Cases  Notified 


47 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
Notification  Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pul monary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 

at  1st  January,  1968  ............... 

14 

3 

2 

1 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 
the  first  time  during  the 

vear  ............................... 

* 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers-in  etc.)  

Number  of  cases  removed  from 

"fc  be  Reg  isfer  • o <>  •- » » » ° » 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year 

10 

3 

2 

1 

New  Cases  ......... 

. ...  Nil 

Doaths  ....... 

Nil 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1 . General  Statistics 

The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes  of 
Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden  (with  Potten  End) 
and  Little  Gaddesden,  which  comprises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 


Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population,  mid-1968  6,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  at 

31st  December,  1968  ...  2,193 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  .1968  ...  ...  £275,818 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £1,072 


2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births: 


Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

© • 

• • * © © 

r it  • « e • * • 

Male 

42 

6 

Female 

52 

3 

Total 

94 

9 

Total 

• « • 

48 

55 

103 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

1,000  estimated  population: 
per  1,000  estimated  population: 

15.6 

16.8 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 

# • 

• ©or  • 

on 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

• • • 

2 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per 

1,000  of 

total  (live  and 

still) 

births: 

28.3 

Deaths : 


Males  29,  Females  29  58 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.8 


Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  8.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age : 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  1 - 1 

Illegitimate  .........  1 - 1 


Total  ...  2 - 2 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  19.4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  10.6 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  9.7 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  9.7 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  37.7 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  From: 


Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3.03 

Cancer  ...  ...  . „.  ...  1.67 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ...  1.06 

Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System)  1.67 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  population  at  mid-1968  was 
6,600  compared  with  6,560  at  mid-1967.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population 
last  year,  i.e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  45. 

Comparability  Factors 


Comparability  factors  for  births  and  deaths  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  were  1.08  and  0.98  respectively.  These  factors  for  use 
with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and 
make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  When 
local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area 
comparability  factors  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 

Births 


The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
after  allowing  for  the  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was  103,  an  increase  of 
10  on  the  previous  year. 

The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  16,8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  15.3  for  the  previous  year,  and  with  16.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

Still  Births 

Three  still-births  were  registered  during  the  year.  The  still-birth 
rate  was  28.3  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  as  compared  with  21.1  in  the 
previous  year  and  14.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 


After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
total  deaths  registered  in  and  assigned  to  the  district  was  58,  (males  29, 
females  29),  a decrease  of  seventeen  as  compared  with  1967. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  was  8.6  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  11.2  for  the  previous  year  and  with  11,9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  numerical  importance  were: 
Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System,  Cancer,  Respiratory  Diseases 
and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 

Infant  Mortality 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  19.4  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  32.3  for  the  previous  year  and  with  18.0  for  England  and  Wales. 


Death  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 year 
1-5  years 
5-15  years 
15  - 25  years 
25  - 35  years 
35  - 45  years 
45  - 55  years 
55  - 65  years 
65  - 75  years 
75  years  and  over 


Male  Female  Total 
2-2 


4 4 8 

8 8 16 

15  17  32 


ALL  CAUSES 


29 


29 


58 


Causes  of  Death  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach  

• • • 

9 0 0 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm  - lung,  bronchus 

• • • 

9 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc.  ... 

0 0 0 

5 

3 

8 

Diabetes  mellitus  

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  

9 

8 

17 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  

• • • 

0 0 0 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

1 

6 

7 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Influenza  

- 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  

3 

4 

7 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

- 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

0*9 

0 0 0 

1 

- 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

0 0 0 

0 9 0 

1 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents  

1 

- 

1 

ALL  CAUSES: 

29 

29 

58 

Infant  Mortality  in  1968 


Cause  of  Death 


Atelectasis  .... 
Accidental  death 


CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

.G 

CD 

co 

co 

CO 

u 

X 

X 

X 

-P 

<D 

X 

X 

X 

CD 

+J 

+J 

■p 

G 

CD 

& 

CD 

CD 

a> 

73 

G 

G 

G 

0 

73 

CD 

0 

CD 

G co 

0 

0 

0 

B 

G U 

rH 

ti 

£ 

Es 

D ^ 

B 

B 

B 

3 M 

CD 

CM 

CD 

u 

CM 

CO 

rH  0 

CO 

co 

<S> 

rH 

CD 

ra  > 

CO 

73 

| 

1 

i 

+■> 

1 

i 

1 

| 

P iH 

G 

o ^ 

0 

rH 

CM 

CO 

Ei 

rH 

CO 

CO 

Eh 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

“ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Total 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  parishes  of  Aldbury,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  are  supplied  by 
the  Bucks  Water  Board. 

The  parishes  of  Little  Gaddesden,  Potten  End  (including  the  hamlet  of 
St.  Margarets)  and  Northchurch  are  supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water  Company. 

It  is  understood  that  the  flouride  content  of  the  water  supplied  by 
the  Bucks  Water  Board  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per  million  and  that  the  water 
supplied  by  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company  has  a fluoride 
content  of  not  more  than  0.2  parts  per  million. 

Routine  sampling  of  water  supplies  for  bacteriological  examination  was 
commenced  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  population  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Parish 

Population 
(approx . ) 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply 
of  S 

by  means 
tandpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Aldbury  

1,012 

301 

1,012 

- 

Little  Gaddesden  

1,167 

351 

1,167 

- 

- 

Nettleden  (with 

Potten  End  .......... 

1,210 

406 

1,210 

Northchurch  ........... 

1,150 

356 

1,150 

- 

- 

Tring  Rural  

968 

280 

939 

11 

29 

Wigginton  ............. 

1,169 

374 

1,169 

"" 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 


The  privately-owned  swimming  bath  at  Deer  Leap,  Ringshall , is  open  to 
the  public  and  is  used  by  a number  of  schools  within  the  District  and  surrounding 
area.  The  bath  is  supplied  by  mains  water,  and  has  a chlorination  plant  and 
continuous  sand  pressure  filtration.  A heating  unit  is  installed. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Aldbury,  Northchurch  and  Wigginton: 

Although  preparation  of  a sewerage  scheme  to  serve  these  villages 
continued  to  receive  attention  throughout  the  year,  the  Council  was  not  in 
a position  to  seek  Ministry  approval  to  the  scheme  by  the  end  of  1968. 

However,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  scheme  is  before  the  Minister. 

Little  Gaddesden: 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  continued  to  investigate  the 
various  factors  influencing  the  design  of  a sewerage  scheme  for  this  area. 

Nettleden  with  Potten  End: 

The  village  of  Potten  End  was  sewered  in  1963.  The  village  of 
Nettleden  has  not  been  sewered,  but  schemes  for  the  provision  of  a sewer 
for  this  village  form  part  of  the  schemes  which  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  are  investigating  in  connection  with  Little  Gaddesden. 
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Tring  Rural : 


The  construction  of  a sewerage  scheme  to  serve  the  Tring  Rural  parish 
commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Progress  to  date  has  been  reasonably 
satisfactory. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Three  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  are  in  operation.  The  Council's 
Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  service  and  the  work 
continues  to  be  a very  essential  service  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a major 
part  of  the  area  is  without  main  drainage. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Berkhamsted 
Rural  District  Council.  During  the  year  the  Council  again  considered  the 
question  of  a weekly  collection  service,  and  resolved  to  reconsider  the  matter 
before  the  preparation  of  the  Annual  Estimates  for  1969. 

Collection  is  by  way  of  a Shelvoke  and  Drewry  18  cu,  yd.  refuse  lorry 
with  a three-man  crew.  Disposal  is  effected  by  controlled  tipping,  using  a 
tracked  angle-dozer.  The  disposal  staff  consists  solely  of  the  angle-dozer 
driver.  A small  staffroom  is  provided  at  the  refuse  tip  for  use  by  the 
refuse  collectors  and  disposal  staff. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of 
the  Factories  Act,  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) : 


Premises 

Number 

On 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,2,3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  

10 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers ' premises  

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  

11 

6 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  Nil 

3 . OUTWORKERS : 

Making  wearing  apparel  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Visits  and  Inspections : 

General : 


Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  32 

Housing  Acts  10 

Overcrowding  - 

Infectious  diseases  „ 8 

Problem  families  and  old  people  

Water  supplies  . . . 7 

Keeping  animals  7 

Drainage  ...  107 

Refuse  disposal  1 

Moveable  dwellings  . 102 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  6 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  12 

Petroleum  Acts  . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ...  ...  3 

Flies,  insects  and  pigeons  4 

Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice  ...  ...  962 

Clean  Air  Acts  (visits  to  houses)  7 

Clean  Air  Acts  (smoke  observations)  1 

Other  visits  ...  ...  ...  30 

Food  Premises : 

Slaughterhouses  1 

Butchers  Shops  ...  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  1 

Bakehouses  ... 

Licensed  premises  1 

Restaurants  etc.  3 

Mobile  food  traders  and  delivery  vehicles  3 

Grocers  and  other  food  premises  ...  . ...  ...  14 

Food  inspection  visits  4 

Watercress  beds  ...  1 

Other  samples  ...  ...  . 4 


N.B.  The  figure  given  for  inspection  under  the  "Pests  Acts  - rats  and  mice" 
includes  those  undertaken  by  the  Pests  Destruction  Officer. 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With 


Outstanding 

Served 

Completed 

Outstanding 

31.12.67, 

1968 

1968 

31 .12.68. 

Formal  . . . , 

2 

1 

1 

Informal  

9 

13 

11 

Total  , 

11 

14 

12 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

There  have  been  no  new  registrations  under  the  Act  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  One  shop  ceased  to  be  subject  to  the  Act  on  change  of  ownership, 
so  that  the  registered  number  of  premises  is  now  15.  Routine  inspections  were 
made  of  the  majority  of  the  premises.  Some  minor  infringements  of  the  Act  were 
noted  and  such  infringements  were  immediately  remedied. 

No  accidents  were  reported  under  the  Act. 
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HOUS ING 


The  purchase  of  sites  and  development  of  existing  sites  for  Council 
housing  are  proceeding  as  follows 

Wilstone:  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approval  was  given  to 

the  design  and  layout  of  8 three-bedroom  houses  and  4 one-bedroom  flats,  being 
the  first  phase  of  a scheme  for  40  dwellings  on  Poulton's  Land,  Wilstone. 
Subsequently  some  delay  occurred  in  obtaining  planning  permission  but  this  was 
given  on  18th  August,  1967.  By  December  1967  the  Surveyor  was  in  a position 
to  invite  tenders  for  the  necessary  roadworks  which  were  then  commenced  in 
January  1969.  In  November  1968,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
gave  the  Council  permission  to  invite  tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  first 
phase  houses. 

Wigginton:  During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Council's  Surveyor  prepared  an 

amended  scheme  for  the  development  of  land  at  Common  Field.  This  improved 
layout  provides  for  the  erection  of  22  three-bedroom  houses.  6 two-bedroom 
houses  and  8 one-bedroom  flats  together  with  appropriate  garage  accommodation. 

Little  Gaddesden:  Inability  to  meet  planning  requirements  forced  the  Council 

to  abandon  proposals  to  purchase  and  develop  land  adjoining  the  Bridgewater 
Arms  Car  Park  at  Little  Gaddesden.  Subsequently  the  Council  purchased  1-3 
Bede  Houses  and  work  has  now  commenced  on  their  demolition  and  the  redevelopment 
of  the  site  to  accommodate  20  one-bedroom  bungalows  suitable  for  occupation  by 
elderly  persons,  and  one  one-bedroom  Warden's  bungalow. 

Aldbury : Maunder' s Row  - In  1965  the  Council  purchased  12  sub-standard  cottages 

known  as  Maunder 's  Row,  with  a view  to  obtaining  their  improvement  and  renovation. 
The  scheme  of  conversion  and  modernisation  was  prepared  and  works  put  in  hand  to 
provide  2 one-bedroom  cottages  suitable  for  aged  persons  and  5 three-bedroom 
cottages.  This  work  is  now  complete,  and  all  the  improved  dwellings  re-occupied. 

Stoneycroft  - Planning  consent  for  the  erection  of  12  houses  with 
access  via  the  Stoneycroft  Estate  was  granted  by  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  on  the  5th  October,  1967. 

Long  Marston:  O.S.  215  Tring  Road  - Outline  planning  consent  for  the  erection 
of  2 houses  was  granted  on  2nd  February,  1968, 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  the 
following  Improvement  Grants  were  approved :- 


Discretionary  Grants 
Standard  Grants 


Number 

No.  of  Houses 

Total  Amount 

8 

8 

£1,797 

9 

9 

£1,272 
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During  the  year,  the  following  houses  were:- 


(a)  Commenced  only: 


Local  Ai 

ithority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

21 

1 bedroom 
bungalows 

- 

(b)  Completed: 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Permanent  Brick  

- 

- 

19 

The  position  in  regard  to  HOUSING  SCHEMES  at  31.12.68.  was  as  follows 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  commenced  during  the  year,  but  not 
completed ~ 


Site 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Type 

Number 

Commenced 

Number 

Completed 

Little  Gaddesden  . . 

21 

1 bedroom  bunga- 
lows and  Warden's 
bungalow. 

21 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  Cor  Contracts)  projected,  ice.  Schemes  about  which 
arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a start  had  riot  been  made  at  31.12.68;- 


Site 

Proposed 
Number  of 

Houses 

Type 

Aldbury  

12 

(3  bedroom  houses  (8) 

(1  bedroom  flats  (4) 

Wigginton  

36 

(3  bedroom  houses (22) 

(2  bedroom  houses  (6) 

(1  bedroom  flats  (6) 

Wilstone  

12 

(3  bedroom  houses  (8) 

J 

(1  bedroom  flats  (4) 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1968  ...........  249 
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Caravans 


There  are  three  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Rural  District, 
as  follows 


Northchurch  (The  Limit)  , . 50  caravans 

Wigginton  (Beech  Park) . 32  caravans 

Wigginton  (Elroban)  , . . . «...  4 caravans 


Beech  Park,  Wigginton: 

The  ownership  of  this  caravan  site  changed  hands  in  1966  and  the  new 
owner  immediately  made  application  for  permission  to  increase  the  number  of 
caravans . 

After  considerable  delay  due,  in  the  main,  to  investigations  connected 
with  Town  and  Country  Planning  aspects,  a site  licence  was  issued  for  the 
stationing  of  45  caravans.  An  appeal  was  immediately  lodged  by  the  site  owner 
who  submitted  alternative  proposals  for  sewage  treatment  and  disposal.  This 
appeal  rendered  unenforceable  the  site  licence  conditions  and  in  the  meantime 
the  cesspool,  rebuilt  by  the  owner  immediately  after  acquiring  the  site, 
continued  in  use.  Despite  repeated  requests  the  owner  has  consistently  failed 
to  establish  a system  which  would  ensure  routine  and  satisfactory  emptying  of 
the  cesspool,  consequently  there  have  been  very  few  periods  since  the  new  owner 
acquired  the  site  when  emptying  of  the  cesspool  has  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out.  The  result  has  been  a frequent  and  recurring  overflow  of  crude  sewage 
on  to  the  surface  of  the  adjoining  ground  and  these  conditions  have  caused 
considerable  concern  by  reason  of  the  very  great  potential  hazard  to  the  health 
of  the  site  residents. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  Board  has  approved,  in  principle,  the  disposal 
of  treated  effluent  (subject  to  satisfactory  standards)  to  a bore  and  it  is 
hoped  that  if  the  installation  of  a sewage  disposal  plant  with  operating 
performance  acceptable  to  the  Council,  as  licensing  authority,  can  be  agreed, 
then  this  most  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  will  cease  to  exist. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  operation  in  the  Rural  District. 
Animals  purchased  by  local  butchers  are  slaughtered  in  an  adjoining  area, 
but  the  majority  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale 
meat  trade. 


Food  Premises 

Where,  as  a result  of  routine  visits  in  connection  with  food  premises 
and  mobile  food  shops  etc.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  informal  notices, 
such  notices  were  immediately  complied  with  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
institute  any  statutory  action  in  connection  with  requirements  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  at  31st  December,  1968:- 


Type  of  Premises 

No. 

No.  Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 

16 

No.  to  which 
Regulation 

19  applies 

No . Comply- 
ing with 
Regulation 
19 

Butchers  

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ................... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Grocers  and  Greengrocers ................. 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Sugar  Confectionery  (Sweets)  

3 

3 

2 

3 

Licensed  premises  

Licensed  premises  serving  main 

13 

13 

13 

13 

meals  (included  in  above)  ............. 

Registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream 

3 

3 

3 

3 

(pre-packed)  

9 

9 

9 

9 

School  kitchens  

7 

7 

7 

7 

Nursing  home  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Note:  Regulation  16  requires  personal  washing  facilities  to  be  provided. 

Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment 

to  be  provided. 

Exemptions : During  the  year  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District  Council  cancelled 

an  Exemption  Certificate  in  respect  of  a storage  building  previously  used 
solely  in  connection  with  a mobile  greengrocery  shop.  The  occupier  of  the 
storage  shed  ceased  its  use  and  at  the  same  time  entirely  ceased  to  trade  in 
any  foodstuffs. 


Milk  Supplies  - Brucella  Abortus 


Six  samples  of  raw  milk  were  obtained  and  examined  during  1968.  These 
samples  were  obtained  from  one  herd  only  and  subsequent  to  the  disposal  of 
two  animals  (one  died  calving  and  one  slaughtered),  which  had  given  positive 
reactions  in  1967.  Each  of  the  six  samples  gave  a negative  result. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Table  showing  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Deaths 

Notified 

Hospital 

Measles  ...» 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery  

1 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified 

Cases  Under  Age  Groups 

Age  Groups 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Under  1 year  . . . 

- 

- 

1-2  years  

1 

— 

2-3  years  .................... 

— 

— 

3-4  years  .................... 

1 

- 

4-5  years  

— 

- 

5-10  years  ................... 

— 

- 

10  - 15  years  

- 

- 

15  - 25  years  

- 

- 

25  - 45  years  

- 

1 

45  - 65  years  

- 

- 

65  years  and  over  

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

"" 

Total  Cases  Notified 

2 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification 
Register,  together  with  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year:- 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 

1st  January,  1968...... 

16 

9 

_ 

Number  of  cases  notified  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  ..... 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Number  of  cases  added  to  the  regi- 
ster other  than  by  notification 
(i.e.  transfers  in,  etc.)  

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register  during  the  year 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year.. 

16 

8 

- 

1 
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Age  (years) 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-1  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-5  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-10  years  

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10  - 15  years  

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 20  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25  years  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years  

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55  years  

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age  unknown  

Totals  

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Dacorum  Division 

comprised  of 

the  Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Berkhamsted  & Tring 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Hemel  Hempstead  &:  Berkhamsted 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
1968 
by 

R.  S.  HYND , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF 


Divisional  Medical  Officer: 

R.  S.  HYND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers: 

K.  W.  M.  HARBORD,  B .A . , M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.  (Resigned  1st  December,  1968) 
B.  S.  M.  MARSHALL,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

J.  POOLE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.C.H., 

A.  T.  RODEN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  (Half-time)  - (Resigned  June,  1968) 

A.  WILKES,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (Part-time) : 

J.  HOSEGOOD,  M.B.,  B.S., 

F.  C.  J.  FAWCETT,  M.B.,  Ch . B., 

H.  W.  JOHN,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer : 

Miss  M.  WRAY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen’s  Nurse. 

Deputy  Divisional  Nursing  Officer: 

Miss  E.  WORSTER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  Queen's  Nurse. 


Health  Visitors: 


Mrs.  D.  ARNOTT 

Mrs . 

M. 

HOOK 

Mrs . 

M.  McMAHON 

Mrs.  B.  ASHTON 

Miss 

0. 

B.  IVES 

Mrs . 

L.  SAUNDERS 

Miss  M.  L.  BAKER 

Mrs . 

E. 

JAMES 

Miss 

I.  WHITMAN 

Miss  I.  A.  R.  CARTER 

Miss 

R. 

M.  S.  JOHNSON 

Mrs . 

I.E.  WONNEBERGER 

Miss  P.  CODLING 

Mrs . 

D. 

KNIGHT 

Mrs . 

B.  BOWYER  (Part-time) 

Miss  S.  J.  EVANS 

Mrs . 

s. 

P.  MAITLAND 

Mrs . 

K.  CLIFT  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  A.  A.  HANDLEY 

Miss 

C. 

N.  McCONACH IE 

Mrs . 

A.M.  SMART  (Part-time) 

Health  Visitor/District  Nurse/Midwives 

• : 

Miss  G.  AUSTIN 

Miss 

D. 

I.  DOWNES 

Miss 

K.A . HOPKINS 

Miss  C.J.  BADCOCK 

Miss 

G. 

V.  HEARN 

Miss 

J.  ROBSON 

District  Nurse/Midwives: 

Mrs.  P.  BROWNE 

Mrs . 

M. 

KEENAN 

Miss 

J.S.  SLATER 

Mrs.  J.  BEARD 

Mrs . 

M. 

J.  KNIGHT 

Mrs . 

H.E.  WILLS 

Miss  M.  CHALKER 

Mrs . 

H. 

M.  LOVELACE 

Mrs . 

S.B.  VALENTINE 

Miss  M.  DRING 

Mrs . 

J. 

MURNAGHAN 

Miss 

K.  YEARSDEN 

Miss  E.  R.  HAGUE 

Miss 

I. 

MURRELL 

Midwives : 

Miss  L.  ABRAHAMS 

Miss 

I. 

SAXBY 

District  Nurses: 

Mrs.  E.  BROWN 

Mrs . 

R. 

MacDONALD 

Mrs . 

G.C.  BUTCHER  (Part-time) 

Mr.  J.F . GRINDROD 

Mrs . 

B. 

SPRATT 

Mrs . 

E.G.  Cox  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  E.M.  HAMLYN 

Mrs . 

G. 

M.  STOCKWELL 

Mrs . 

S.  HOLLIS  (Part-time) 

Mrs . 

C.L.  VINE  (Part-time) 

Clinic  Nurses: 

Mrs.  E.  GRIFFIN 

Mrs . 

N. 

KERRY 

Mrs . 

M.M.  PETERSON 

Night  Nurses : 

Mrs.  M.  NEWLANDS 

Mrs . 

P. 

J.  PECK 
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Social  Work  Unit: 


Divisional  Social  Worker 

- 

Mr . 

G.F  . GUEST 

Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr. 

R.H.  CURWEN 

Asst.  Divisional  Welfare  Officer 

- 

Mr . 

B.  WHALLEY 

Senior  Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

G.  E SHELBY 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Mr . 

A.G.  GILLESPIE 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health)  (Part-time) 

- 

Mrs . 

E.J.  GOODWIN 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health) 

- 

Miss 

M.E . YALE 

Social  Worker  (Mental  Health)  (Part-time) 

- 

Mrs . 

P.R.  MEADOWS 

Social  Worker  (Blind) 

- 

Mrs . 

M.  McCREERY 

Social  Worker  (Physically  Handicapped) 
Social  Worker  (Blind  and  Physically 

“ 

Mrs . 

I.H.  BRAZIER 

Handicapped) 

- 

Mrs . 

J.H . INCHLEY 

Social  Worker  (Trainee) 

- 

Miss 

P.M.  FAULKNER 

Home  Help  Service: 

Home  Help  Organiser  - Mrs.  F.C.  DIXON 

Asst.  Home  Help  Organiser  - Mrs.  B.  MAYNE 


Chief  Clerk: 


Mr.  D.  HARLING 
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HERTFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  - HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Introduction : 


In  this  section  of  the  report  an  account  is  given  of  the  services 
provided  in  the  Division  by  the  County  Council,  The  account,  purposely 
brief,  reviews  the  health  and  welfare  services  from  the  local  angle  and 
gives  emphasis  to  the  local  facts  and  figures.  For  information  on  policy 
and  development  of  the  health  and  welfare  services,  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 


Staff: 


The  composition  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  social  work  staff  is  listed 
on  the  previous  pages.  Changes  in  personnel  were  relatively  few  but  the 
figures  for  the  most  part  were  generally  a little  below  those  provided  for 
in  the  establishment.  On  the  medical  side  the  departure  of  Dr.  Roden  in  the 
middle  of  the  year,  and  for  whom  no  replacement  was  available,  meant  some  loss 
in  the  medical  coverage  of  infant  welfare  sessions  but  on  the  whole  the  medical 
services  were  little  below  actual  requirements. 

The  resignation  of  Dr.  Harbord  towards  the  end  of  the  year  after  ten  years 
service  with  the  County  Council,  seven  of  which  were  spent  in  the  Division, was 
a personal  loss  felt  by  all.  He  served  the  division  well,  was  patently 
conscientious  in  everything  he  did  and  was  liked  and  respected  by  everyone  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  We  will  miss  his  wise  council  and  his  ever  kindly 
and  courteous  manner  which  endeared  him  to  all. 

The  comings  and  goings  among  the  nursing  staff  were  relatively  few  but 
mention  must  be  made  of  the  departure  of  two  health  visitors,  Miss  Evans  and 
Miss  Whitman,  who  arrived  together  in  the  County  eighteen  years  ago  and  spent 
the  last  eight  years  working  in  this  Division,  The  community,  and  particularly 
the  mothers  and  children,  owes  them  much. 

The  social  work  unit  is  a more  recent  establishment  than  the  other 
sections  in  the  department,  the  staff  being  recruited  as  the  development  of 
the  unit  proceeds.  One  social  worker  returned  to  the  unit  on  completion  of  a 
two  year  qualifying  course  and  as  he  did  so  another  trainee  left  to  begin  a 
similar  course. 

Training  is  essential  for  the  professional  worker  not  only  in  qualifying 
him  for  his  work  but  equally  in  keeping  him  abreast  with  modern  developments  and 
techniques.  The  County  Council  have  adopted  a most  enlightened  attitude  on 
in-service  training  for  all  grades  of  professional  staff  and  doctors,  nurses 
and  social  workers  alike  are  regularly  sent  on  refresher  courses  at  universities, 
hospitals  and  technical  colleges.  In  addition,  both  medical  and  nursing  staff 
attend  on  a rota  basis  the  out-patient  sessions  of  the  consultant  paediatrician 
at  the  West  Herts  Hospital  and  the  mental  health  social  workers  similarly  attend 
the  local  mental  hospitals  for  case-work  conferences  and  instruction.  Such 
regular  training  inevitably  sharpens  the  interest  of  the  professional  worker 
in  his  job. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1968 


Hemel 

Hempstead 

Borough 

Berkhamsted 

Urban 

District 

Hemel  Hemp- 

stead Rural 

District 

Tring 

Urban 

District 

Berkhamsted 

Rural 

District 

Dacorum 

Division 

Herts . 

County 

Council 

England  & 

Wales  (pro- 

visional 

figures) 

Area  (Acres)  ...... 

7,193 

1,952 

20,231 

4,407 

17,572 

51 

,355 

404,524 

* 

Population  ........ 

63,300 

15,040 

14,680 

8,470 

6,600 

110 

,090 

892,470 

48,593,000 

Live  Births  ....... 

1,146 

246 

231 

172 

103 

1 

,898 

14,477 

82, 000 (E 

Still  Births  ...... 

14 

2 

5 

1 

3 

25 

187 

1 2 , 000  (E 

Deaths  ............ 

Deaths  under  1 

488 

158 

150 

74 

58 

928 

8,477 

577,000 

year  of  age  ..... 

18 

4 

5 

3 

2 

32 

234 

15,000 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  estim- 

ated  population: 
Crude  

17.5 

16.4 

15.7 

20.3 

15.6 

17.2 

16.2 

16.9 

Adjusted  ........ 

14.9 

16.8 

16.5 

19.9 

16.8 

* 

15.2 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1,000 

estimated 
population : 

Crude  ........... 

7.5 

10.5 

10.2 

8.7 

8.8 

8.4 

9.5 

11.9 

Adjusted  ........ 

11.2 

11.1 

10.9 

10.7 

8.6 

* 

10.7 

- 

Infective  and  Para- 

sitic  diseases 
(excluding  T.B. 
but  including 
Syphilis  and 
other  V.D.)  

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.05 

* 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.21 

* 

Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.00 

0.01 

0.04 

* 

Respiratory  Dis- 

eases  (excluding 
tuberculosis  of 
respiratory 
system)  ......... 

1.21 

2.39 

1 .43 

0.94 

1.67 

1.41 

1.38 

* 

Cancer  

1.53 

1.80 

2.25 

1.77 

1.67 

1.69 

1.95 

* 

Heart  & Circulatory 

Diseases  ........ 

2.46 

3.19 

3.07 

3.41 

3.03 

2.75 

2.84 

* 

Vascular  Lesions 

of  the  Nervous 
System  .......... 

1.00 

1.73 

1 .06 

1 .50 

1.06 

1 .16 

1.32 

* 

Infant  Mortality  . . 

15.7 

16.3 

21.6 

17.4 

19.4 

16.9 

16.2 

18.0 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

9.6 

12.2 

12.9 

11 .6 

9.7 

10.5 

11.1 

12.3 

Early  Neo-Natal 

Mortality  

8.7 

8.1 

12.9 

11.6 

9.7 

9.5 

9.9 

10.5 

Peri-Natal 

Mortality  ....... 

20.7 

16.1 

33.9 

17.3 

37.7 

22.4 

22.6 

25.0 

Still  Birth 

Rate  

12.1 

8.1 

21.2 

5.8 

28.3 

13.0 

12.8 

14.0 

Maternal  Mortal- 

ity  

0.0 

0 0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

0.2 

* Figures  not  available 


(E)  Estimated 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area  during  1968 
was  1,898  (1006  males,  892  females),  an  increase  of  104  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE  was  17.2  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  compared 
with  16.6  for  1967. 

The  illegitimate  live  births  number  152  or  8.0  per  cent  of  the  total  live 
births  compared  with  130  and  7.2  per  cent  respectively  for  the  previous  year. 

Deaths 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  Area  after  correction  for  transfers 
were  928  (469  males,  459  females),  an  increase  of  26  on  the  total  for  1967. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  8.4  per  1,000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  8.3  for  the  previous  year.  The  principal  causes  of  death  in 
order  of  numerical  importance  were:- 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

2.  Cancer 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

These  four  causes  accounted  for  83  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1968,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  32,  an 
increase  of  ten  from  the  previous  year.  Twenty  infants  were  under  four  weeks 
of  age  at  time  of  death. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  was  16.9  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with 
12.3  for  1967. 

The  death  rate  among  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
was  15.5  as  compared  with  13.2  for  1967. 

The  death  rate  among  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births  was  32.9  as  compared  with  0.0  for  1967. 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  one 
year  of  age:- 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  under 

1 year  of  age 

Prematurity  

10 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

— 

10 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

Rhesus  Incompatibility.. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Birth  Injury  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Atelectasis  

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Other  congenital 

malformations  ........ 

4 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1 

6 

Broncho-pneumonia  

. - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Bronchiolitis  

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Hirschprungs  Disease  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Acute  Pulmonary  Oedema.. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Accidental  Death  ........ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

5 

Total:  ............ 

19 

- 

1 

- 

20 

4 

4 

2 

2 

32 
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EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Smallpox 


No  instance  of  the  disease  was  recorded  and,  as  in  previous  years,  the 
only  comment  necessary  relates  to  the  question  of  vaccination. 

The  percentage  of  infants  and  toddlers  vaccinated  in  1968  was  48%, 
calculated  as  a percentage  of  children  born  in  1967  who  were  vaccinated  during 
1968  and  were  under  two  years  of  age.  The  figures  compare  with  46%  in  1967 
and  with  the  national  figure  of  39%. 

Re-vaccinations  were  mostly  performed  by  the  family  doctors  in  older 
children  taking  holidays  abroad. 


Details  of  the  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  for  the  various  age 
groups  are:- 


Under 

1 

1-2 

years 

2-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15  + 

years 

Totals 

VACCINATIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  . . . 

7 

510 

248 

14 

- 

779 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

55 

289 

187 

53 

5 

589 

RE-VACCINATIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  Medical  Officers  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

7 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  . 

- 

- 

2 

87 

11 

100 

Total  vaccinated  & re-vaccinated 

62 

799 

437 

161 

16 

1,475 

Reactions  to  vaccination  were  few  and  were  generally  of  a mild  and 
fleeting  nature. 


Diptheria 

Diptheria  is  another  of  the  dangerous  infectious  diseases  of  yester-years 
long  eradicated  from  this  area  by  effective  immunisation.  Though  the  disease 
remains  but  a memory  to  most  people  its  prevention  by  immunisation  is  just  as 
necessary  now  as  it  was  years  ago  when  mass  immunisation  was  first  begun. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  primary  or  secondary  immunisation  was 
appreciably  more  last  year  than  the  previous  year.  The  level  of  immunisation 
among  the  child  population  has  been  consistently  high  for  many  years  and  is  now 
around  90%.  With  this  level  persisting  in  the  future  there  can  be  no  chance  of 
the  disease  returning. 


Details  of  the  immunisation  in  the  various  age  groups  are:- 


Year  of  Birth 

Totals 

1968 

1967 

1966-64 

1963-54 

1953 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  

524 

539 

33 

2 

- 

1,098 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  ..................... 

254 

339 

23 

6 

- 

622 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  

236 

595 

986 

1,817 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

- 

160 

326 

637 

- 

1,123 

Total  of  Primary  and  Secondary 

immunisations  

778 

1,274 

977 

1,631 

- 

4,660 
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Whooping  Cough 


The  whooping  cough  vaccine  has  long  been  combined  with  the  antigen  for 
diphtheria  in  the  same  injection  and  the  immunisation  level  reached  is  thus 
the  same  as  for  diphtheria. 

Whooping  cough  however  is  still  with  us,  though  greatly  reduced  both  in 
prevalence  and  severity.  The  simple  reason  for  this  apparent  anomaly  is  that 
the  vaccine  against  whooping  cough  is  less  effective  than  that  against 
diphtheria.  The  disease  now  little  resembles  that  experienced  in  the  past  and 
is  almost  invariably  mild  and  free  from  complications.  It  is  an  illness  often 
without  the  characteristic  whoop  and  usually  without  any  real  sting. 


Details  of  the  immunisations  recorded  according  to  the  various  age  groups 

are :- 


Y 

ear  of  Bi 

rth 

Totals 

1968 

1967 

1966-64 

1963-54 

1953 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 
Officers  

524 

538 

33 

2 

1,097 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors 

254 

339 

23 

5 

- 

621 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  

236 

541 

4 

781 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  ........... 

- 

160 

294 

391 

- 

845 

Total  of  primary  and  secondary 

; 

immunisations  

778 

1,273 

891 

402 

— 

3,344 

Poliomyelitis 

Polio  is  yet  another  infectious  disease  vanquished  by  immunisation,  though 
memory  of  it  is  more  recent  than  its  fellow  scourge,  diphtheria. 

Polio  vaccine  is  almost  invariably  given  orally  and  in  consequence  has  no 
local  reactions  like  those  given  by  injection  and  so  is  more  easily  tolerated 
by  babies.  Again  the  level  of  protection  among  the  child  population  is  high  and 
roughly  the  same  as  for  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  at  around  90%. 


Details  of  the  various  age  groups  immunised  are  shown  below :- 


Ye 

ar  of  Birth 

Totals 

1968 

1967 

1966-64 

1963-54 

1953 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  

522 

566 

50 

13 

1,151 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  .......... 

223 

400 

57 

18 

- 

698 

SECONDARY  OR  RE- INFORCING  INJECTIONS 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 
Officers  

211 

538 

990 

1,739 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  ......... 

- 

97 

190 

566 

- 

853 

Total  of  primary  and  secondary 

immunisations  ... ..... 

745 

1,274 

835 

1,587 

— 

4,441 

94 


Measles 


The  long  awaited  use  of  measles  vaccine  for  mass  immunisation  programmes 
was  duly  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  towards  the  middle  of  the  year. 

Due  to  the  initial  shortage  of  vaccine,  vaccination  was  limited  to  children 
between  the  age  of  4 - 7 years  who  had  not  had  the  disease  or  been  vaccinated 
against  it  previously  or  to  children  between  the  age  of  1 - 7 years  attending 
day  nurseries  or  nursery  schools  or  living  in  residential  establishments. 

A programme  of  vaccination  in  primary  schools  was  quickly  arranged  beginning 
towards  the  end  of  June.  The  initial  response  was  disappointing  due  largely  to 
lack  of  publicity  because  of  the  fear  that  the  demand  for  vaccination  might 
seriously  outstrip  the  limited  supplies  of  vaccine. 

Supplies  improved  by  August  and  shortly  afterwards  it  was  possible  to  take 
the  all-important  step  of  including  measles  vaccination  in  the  programme  of  infant 
vaccinations . 

The  response,  now  greater  publicity  could  be  given,  was  good  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  over  2,700  children  had  been  vaccinated.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  results  for  measles  vaccination  will  eventually  be  as  favourable  as  the 
vaccinations  against  other  infectious  diseases,  but  obviously  evaluation  must 
await  the  experience  of  time. 

Details  of  the  various  age  groups  vaccinated  are:- 


Year  of  Birth 

Totals 

1968 

1967 

1966-64 

1963-54 

1953 

(a)  By  Clinic  or  School  Medical 

Officers  

- 

236 

826 

833 

- 

1,895 

(b)  By  Private  Doctors  

1 

113 

466 

241 

2 

823 

Total:  

1 

349 

1,292 

1,074 

2 

2, 718 

Reactions  to  vaccinations,  if  more  frequent  than  with  other  child 
vaccinations,  were  usually  mild  with  perhaps  a mild  fever  and  a slight  rash 
occurring  some  five  to  ten  days  after  vaccinations. 


Infectious  Hepatitis 


The  prevalence  of  infectious  hepatitis  further  declined  last  year  when 
only  12  cases  were  reported  as  against  35  in  the  previous  year.  Again  the 
disease  occurred  mainly  in  children  of  school  age  and  was  relatively  mild. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Only  6 cases,  7 less  than  in  the  previous  year,  were  recorded  and  the 
illness  was  mild  and  uncomplicated. 


Notification  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  1968 


District 

£ 

Disease 

Borough  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District  of 

Berkhamsted 

Rural  District  of 

Hemel  Hempstead 

Urban  District  of 

Tring 

Rural  District  of 

Berkhamsted 

Totals  for  Divisio 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

1 

1 

- 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

56 

5 

- 

- 

- 

61 

Measles  

42 

9 

31 

47 

2 

131 

Acute  Meningitis  

Acute  Encephalitis  - 

1 

1 

Infective  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery  

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia  

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning  

- 

40 

- 

- 

- 

40 

Infective  Hepatitis  

9 

2 

1 

- 

- 

12 

Erysipelas  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  - Pulmonary 

7 

4 

1 

- 

- 

12 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

1 

1 

4 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Domiciliary  Midwifery 


The  total  number  of  births  among  residents  in  the  Division  was  1,942, 

146  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  domiciliary  births 
to  total  births  again  declined  to  31%  compared  with  32%  for  the  year  1967 
and  37%  for  the  year  1966.  The  institutional  births  (in  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes)  increased  by  121  from  1,216  in  the  1967  to  1,337.  The  births  in  the 
St.  Paul's  Hospital,  Hemel  Hempstead,  increased  by  66  from  986  in  the  year 
1967  to  1,052.  The  remaining  births  took  place  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes 
outside  the  divisional  boundaries.  86  within  the  County  area  and  199  outside 
it.  These  births  constitute  a little  over  14%  of  the  total  divisional  births. 

The  policy  of  admitting  to  maternity  wards  patients  suitable  for  discharge 
within  48  hours  of  delivery  is  steadily  growing,  not  only  in  this  area,  but 
throughout  the  country.  The  percentage  of  these  early  discharges  was  23%  of 
the  total  hospital  confinements.  Among  the  St.  Paul's  Hospital  patients  the 
percentage  was  21%,  but  for  patients  confined  in  the  Royal  Bucks.  Hospital  it 
was  as  high  as  46%.  The  practice  is  perhaps  open  to  criticism  judged  on 
strictly  medical  grounds  but  with  the  current  national  shortage  of  trained 
midwives  it  at  least  meets  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  expectant  mothers  who 
nowadays  prefer  to  have  their  babies  in  hospital  rather  than  at  home.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  scheme  is  entirely  voluntary  and  no  patient  is  accepted  for 
early  discharge  where  either  the  medical  or  social  conditions  are  adverse,  nor 
is  any  patient  discharged  early  from  hospital  whose  condition  is  not  completely 
satisfactory . 

In  recent  years  much  has  been  written  on  the  desirability,  and  even 
inevitability,  of  a unified  midwifery  service  under  the  one  authority.  The 
persistent  shortage  of  trained  midwives  must  surely  hasten  this  change,  for 
the  present  system  does  not  make  the  best  use  of  the  available  midwives. 

The  change  will  involve  a major  re-organisation  of  the  existing  midwifery 
services;  it  will  mean  a complete  re-orientation  of  the  hospital  outlook 
from  the  present  restricted  viewpoint  of  hospital  midwifery  to  the  total 
midwifery  scene  for  which  the  hospital  authority  will  become  solely  responsible. 
It  will  not  be  an  easy  change,  for  some  old  and  cherished  traditions  will  have 
to  be  abandoned  but  it  could  lead  to  a better  service  and  to  a better  prospect 
for  those  working  in  it. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  basis  of  child  welfare  work  rests  largely  upon  the  child  welfare 
centres  which  have  been  established  longer  than  any  other  branch  of  the 
personal  health  services  of  the  local  health  authorities.  Attendances  at 
the  centres  have  long  been  a "must”  with  the  vast  majority  of  mothers  and 
it  is  perhaps  in  this  national  acceptance  of  the  centres  that  there  lies 
the  greatest  danger,  complacency.  Criticism  of  the  Establishment  is  fast 
becoming  a national  pastime  and  in  recent  years  the  child  welfare  centres  have 
not  escaped.  They  have  been  accused,  perhaps  unfairly,  of  not  keeping  in 
touch  with  modern  trends  in  medicine  and  holding  too  rigidly  to  outworn 
creeds  and  ideas. 

A report  on  child  welfare  centres,  commonly  referred  to  as  the  Sheldon 
Report,  was  produced  by  a sub-committee  of  the  Standing  Medical  Advisory 
Committee  and  published  in  November  1967.  The  report  lists  the  various 
functions  of  the  child  welfare  service,  now  to  be  called  the  child  health 
service,  and  it  is  interesting  that  these  functions  are  those  largely  practised 
in  our  own  centres.  In  the  long  term  the  report  envisages  the  child  health 
service  being  part  of  the  family  health  service  provided  by  family  doctors  working 
in  groups  from  purpose-built  health  centres.  But  this  can  only  be  a gradual  process 
and  the  need  for  local  health  authority  medical  officers  will  continue  for  some 
years  to  come.  The  report  emphasises  the  need  for  special  training  and  experience 
for  all  doctors  engaged  in  this  work. 
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Child  Welfare  Centres  - Continued 

The  Sheldon  Report  pays  a well-desterved  tribute  to  the  fine  work  done  in 
the  child  welfare  centres*  No  doubt  the  future  will  see  the  amalgamation  of 
the  G.P„  "well-baby"  clinics  with  the  child  health  centres  of  the  local  health 
authority  as  it  will  no  doubt  equally  see  the  amalgamation  of  all  medical 
and  related  services  under  one  authority.  Until  this  time  comes  the  child 
health  centre,  the  "clinic"  to  most  people,  will  continue  in  its  time  honoured 
role  and  in  its  worth-while  job. 


Cervical  Cytology 

A review  of  the  progress  of  the  "open"  cervical  cytology  clinics  which 
began  in  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre  in  October  1966  now  seems  appropriate. 

The  number  of  women  who  can.be  examined  at  the  clinics  is  limited  by 
the  capacity  of  the  Watford  laboratory  to  report  upon  the  cervical  smears. 

While,  therefore,  the  Mayor's  Appeal  in  1966  provided  the  money  for  the 
necessary  physical  extension  of  the  laboratory  it  could  not  provide  the 
extra  technicians  required  for  the  work,  a duty  which  lies  with  the  local 
Hospital  Management  Committee.  Unfortunately,  ever  since  the  inception 
of  the  scheme  the  supply  of  laboratory  technicians  has  never  kept  pace  with 
the  demand  for  the  service.  Because  of  shortage  of  laboratory  facilities 
only  three  sessions  per  fortnight  with  twenty  patients  per  session  could 
be  allocated  to  the  Division,  The  waiting  list  for  examination  grew  rapidly 
from  the  beginning  as  was  only  to  be  expected  after  the  massive  publicity  given 
to  it  by  the  Mayor's  Appeal,  Within  two  months  it  had  reached  650  and  by 
seventeen  months  had  further  grown  to  700  when  a much  needed  additional  session 
was  allocated.  Unfortunately  the  additional  session  was  withdrawn  five  months 
later  because  of  shortage  of  laboratory  technicians.  The  future  outlook  is  not 
encouraging,  the  three  year  review  of  old  patients  is  due  to  start  in 
October  1969  and  whether-  or  not  it  will  must  be  problematical  at  the  moment 
for  the  waiting  list  still  has  over  300  names  on  it  with  a waiting  period  of 
around  5-6  months. 

The  clinical  examination  of  patients  is  not  solely  confined  to  cervical 
cytology,  it  includes  bi-manual  and  speculum  examination  of  the  vagina  and 
cervix,  instruction  in  the  self-palpation  of  the  breasts  and  an  examination 
of  the  urine.  Any  abnormalities  found  at  the  time  of  the  examinations  are 
reported  immediately  by  letter  to  the  general  practitioner.  The  occasional 
positive  cervical  smear  report  is  telephoned  to  the  general  practitioner 
who  arranges  the  further  investigation  by  the  hospital  consultant. 

During  1967,  1,129  women  were  examined  at  the  clinics  of  whom  65  were 
referred  to  the  general  practitioner  for  further  investigation  and,  where 
necessary,  treatment.  Three  cervical  smears  proved  positive,  two  of  whom  were 
eventually  treated  by  surgery.  The  third  left  the  area  before  treatment  could 
be  given. 

In  1968,  1,517  women  were  examined  and  168  were  referred  to  the  family 
doctor  because  of  abnormalities  found.  Nine  cervical  smears  were  reported 
positive  and  seven  of  the  patients  were  given  surgical  treatment.  One  of 
the  remaining  two  patients  awaits  operation  and  the  other  is  still  under 
investigation , 

Since  cervical  cytology  was  first  advocated  in  the  country  as  a means  of 
diagnosing  carcinoma  while  the  disease  is  still  in  the  pre-invasive  stage  and  so 
much  more  favourable  to  treatment,  medical  opinion  on  the  subject  has  changed. 

It  is  now  generally  accepted  that  cervical  cytology  Should  be  offered  at  a much 
lower  age  level  than  the  one  of  35  years  originally  prescribed,  to  those  who 
marry  early,  to  all  women  during  pregnancy  and  to  all  women  undergoing  any 
gynaecological  examination.  The  social  groups  most  at  risk  are  those  commonly 
placed  in  the  social  categories  4 and  5 by  the  Registrar  General  and  who  are 
usually  the  least  likely  to  attend  the  cytology  clinics.  In  these  instances 
cervical  cytology  by  specially  trained  nurses  attending  at  the  home  is  advocated . 
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Cervical  Cytology  - Continued 

It  is  unlikely  that  the  laboratory  facilities  will  ever  be  adequate  to 
cope  with  a 100%  response  and  it  may  well  be  right  to  concentrate  our  present 
limited  facilities  on  those  considered  to  be  at  the  greatest  risk.  While  we 
must  make  the  best  use  of  existing  facilities,  equally  we  must  continue  to 
strive  to  increase  the  present  facilities  to  a more  adequate  level.  Our 
laboratory  facilities  are  admittedly  inadequate,  somehow  they  must  be 
improved  if  this  worthwhile  service  is  not  to  contract. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Introduction 


The  pattern  of  the  school  health  service  remained  unchanged  but  the 
routine  medical  inspection  programme  was  slightly  curtailed  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  year  because  of  a temporary  shortage  of  medical  officers.  The 
school  nurses  continued  their  programme  in  secondary  schools  on  community 
and  personal  health  and  talks  were  also  given  in  some  junior  schools  on  general 
health  topics  and  the  need  for  good  nealth  habits. 

A decision  of  the  County  Council  to  replace  routine  medical  inspections 
by  selective  medical  inspections  as  from  the  beginning  of  1969  involved  a great 
deal  of  preparatory  work  in  the  winter  term.  The  principle  of  selective  school 
medicals  has  long  been  advocated  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Department 
of  Education  and  Science  as  a soundly  based  procedure  involving  a better  use  of 
medical  manpower.  Under  the  new  system  the  closest  attention  is  given  to 
the  first  examination  on  school  entrance  where  ample  time  is  allowed  for  a full 
discussion  with  the  parent  and,  if  practical,  the  teacher  on  problems  related 
to  the  child’s  health  and  school  performance.  The  principle  of  selection  follows 
for  all  examinations  after  the  initial  one.  It  is  a perfectly  feasible  and 
practical  course  to  adopt  providing  defects  already  noted  are  followed  up  and 
providing  adequate  contact  is  maintained  with  the  school  and  with  the  parents 
so  that  at  any  time  a special  examination  can  be  made  where  there  is  any  doubt, 
however  slight,  about  a child's  health.  By  selective  examinations  the  time 
previously  wasted  in  examining  the  obviously  fit  can  be  given  to  the  unfit  or 
doubtfully  fit.  The  method  of  selection  must  be  right,  whether  the  one 
proposed  proves  right  experience  alone  will  decide. 


Number  of  Children  seen  at  Medical  Inspections  during  the  Year  1968 


(a)  Periodic  Inspections: 


Number  inspected  - 


Age  Group 

(Year) 

Number 

1964 

and 

later 

9*0 

o a « 

0 9 9 

O O o 

O O o 

9 0 0 

14 

196a 

• • o 

• 09 

o o o 

• e o 

9 0 0 

9 0 0 

9 0 9 

1,887 

1962 

o o o 

o o o 

• o • 

0 0 9 

O O « 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

141 

1961 

*>  © o 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

0 9 0 

9 0 0 

• 9 9 

©90 

137 

1960 

O ©-« 

277 

1959 

0 9 0 

• o o 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

O • • 

9 9 0 

• o o 

84 

1958 

o o O 

o a o 

• 90 

0 9 0 

0 9 0 

• 90 

0*9 

73 

1957 

o © o 

o.o 

0*0 

0 9 9 

0*9 

0*0 

406 

1956 

© © 9 

o o © 

9 0 0 

9 0 0 

9 0* 

• o o 

1,088 

1955 

• 90 

• o © 

0 0 9 

0 9 0 

© o • 

o o o 

79 

1954 

o © o 

o O o 

0 9 0 

9 0 0 

o o C 

• 90 

0 9 0 

1,023 

1953 

and 

earlier 

o o c 

548 

Total : ... . ...  5 , 757 


(b)  Other  Inspections: 

Number  of  special  inspections  ...  ...  ...  222 

Number  of  re-inspections  ....  ...  ...  4,584 


Total : ...  ...  4,806 
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Defects  Found  at  Periodic  Medical  inspections 


Periodic  Inspections 

Others 

Entrants 

Leavers 

(Interim 

Total 

Inspections) 

Defect 

or 

g 

G 

G 

G 

Disease 

p 

o 

•H 

p 

O 

•H 

p 

0 

•H 

p 

O 

-H 

c 

p 

G 

-p 

G 

p 

G 

P 
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CO 

<D 

CO 

<D 

CO 

<D 

co 

£ 

> 

6 

> 

£ 

> 

s 

> 

p 

p 

-p 

p 

-P 

p 

p 

P 

co 

Q) 

CO 

0) 

CO 

0) 

CO 

0) 

<D 

0) 

w 

0) 

to 

(D 

cn 

P 

£ 

p 

£ 

p 

£1 

P 

£ 

E-* 

O 

H 

O 

El 

o 

E-» 

O 

Skin  9«o  •••  • t • 

30 

34 

69 

12 

68 

37 

167 

83 

Eyes: 

(a)  Vision 

57 

135 

108 

65 

147 

114 

312 

314 

(b)  Squint 

23 

12 

1 

- 

7 

5 

31 

17 

(c)  Other 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Ears : 

(a)  Hearing 

47 

46 

14 

3 

22 

19 

83 

68 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

4 

57 

1 

5 

6 

8 

11 

70 

(c)  Other  . f . 

— 

44 

1 

4 

2 

9 

3 

57 

Nose  and  Throat  . . 

17 

228 

10 

21 

18 

45 

45 

294 

Speech  ...  . . . 

15 

54 

3 

- 

1 

5 

19 

59 

Lymphatic  Glands 

21 

1 

1 

• 

3 

1 

25 

Heart  

. - 

46 

1 

7 

6 

22 

7 

75 

Lungs 

21 

67 

11 

15 

24 

22 

56 

104 

Developmental : 

(a)  Hernia  ... 

1 

7 

1 

3 

4 

- 

6 

10 

(b)  Other  . , , 

21 

79 

1 

16 

21 

43 

43 

138 

Orthopaedic : 

(a)  Posture 

- 

5 

15 

20 

16 

22 

31 

47 

(b)  Feet 

4 

39 

3 

7 

10 

14 

17 

60 

(c)  Other  ... 

6 

43 

7 

10 

6 

20 

19 

73 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

1 

6 

3 

1 

3 

11 

7 

18 

(b)  Other 

— 

11 

6 

— 

2 

16 

8 

27 

Psychological : 

(a)  Development  . 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

11 

2 

18 

(b)  Stability  ... 

11 

95 

6 

12 

8 

44 

25 

151 

Abdomen  

11 

26 

4 

4 

5 

7 

20 

37 

Other  

4 

36 

15 

69 

20 

76 

39 

181 
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SOCIAL  WORK  UNIT 


The  year  1968  was  the  last  of  three  successive  years  when  the  spotlight 
was  thrown  nationally  for  a period  of  one  week  upon  mental  health.  During 
these  Mental  Health  Weeks  the  whole  range  of  activities,  whether  by  professional 
or  voluntary  workers,  was  highlighted  in  an  attempt  to  gain  not  only  the 
interest  and  understanding  of  the  community  at  large,  but  equally  its  participation. 
Mental  health  was  presented  in  all  of  its  many  aspects,  as  a social  study,  as 
a career  for  school  leavers  and  as  a rewarding  interest  for  those  taking  up 
voluntary  work  in  the  community.  Much  was  attempted  in  the  Mental  Health  Weeks  and 
something  at  least  was  achieved  in  increasing  public  awareness  of  the  problems 
in  mental  health  and  the  need  for  public  participation  in  solving  them. 

Because  of  the  great  attention  given  these  Weeks  not  only  locally,  but 
nationally,  it  is  perhaps  appropriate  to  review  the  divisional  arrangements  for 
the  care  of  the  mentally  ill  and  the  mentally  subnormal.  In  the  succeeding 
paragraphs  comments  are  made  on  all  aspects  of  the  work,  on  the  progress  made 
so  far  and  on  the  probable  lines  of  development  in  the  future. 

Mental  subnormality  and  mental  illness  are,  broadly  speaking,  two  different 
conditions  requiring  different  solutions  to  the  problems  which  they  pose.  In 
mental  subnormality  the  problem  posed  is  one  of  training  rather  than  treatment, 
of  providing  an  environment  which  through  careful  training  will  encourage  the 
child  or  adult  to  make  the  fullest  use  of  such  abilities  as  they  possess. 

The  training  of  the  mentally  subnormal  begins  at  the  Junior  Training  Centre, 
before  school  entry  age  in  the  nursery  section,  at  school  entry  age  or  after  an 
unsuccessful  trial  in  a primary  school.  The  curriculum  is  similar  in  many  ways 
to  that  of  a primary  school  being  designed  to  get  the  most  from  whatever 
innate  ability  the  child  possesses.  The  teachers  are  trained  in  this  specialised 
work  and  it  is  regrettable  that  the  old  nomenclature  of  training  centre  instead 
of  school,  trainee  instead  of  pupil,  supervisor  instead  of  teacher  is  still  used 
and  that  these  handicapped  children  still  remain  outside  the  ambit  of  the 
Education  Acts.  Only  in  one  small  group  of  children  is  the  old  conception  oi 
the  Centres  giving  custodial  care  rather  than  training  still  applicable,  the 
special  care  group  of  children  suffering  from  a severe  physical  as  well  as 
a severe  mental  handicap.  The  future  of  these  unfortunate  children  rests  more 
with  the  hospital  than  the  local  health  authority,  the  special  care  unit  merely 

acts  as  a staging  point  while  the  hospital  vacancy  is  found  or  while  the  parents 

are  bringing  themselves  to  accept  the  inevitability  of  permanent  hospital  care. 

Entrants  to  the  Adult  Training  Centre  come  from  two  main  sources,  from 
those  who  make  the  normal  progression  from  the  Junior  Training  Centre  and  from 
those  who  have  repeatedly  failed  to  hold  jobs  because  of  mental  incapacity  and 
whose  last  school  was  usually  one  for  educationally  sub-normal  children. 

Training  now  takes  on  a more  adult  pattern  and  is  related  both  to  the 

educational  and  social  needs  of  the  individual  and  his  capacity  to  earn  some 
form  of  a living  under  appropriate  supervision.  Training  has  now  two  aspects, 
the  commercial  one  of  contract  work  for  which  the  trainee  receives  payment  through 
the  Centre  from  the  factory  which  supplies  the  work,  and  the  educational  and 
social  one  which  as  far  as  is  possible,  equips  the  trainee  to  live  in  the 
community  and  to  give  to  it  whatever  he  can  from  his  limited  means.  Contract  work 
is  popular  not  only  for  the  interest  which  it  creates  but  equally  for  the  money 
it  provides  and  with  it  the  feeling  of  independence  and  status.  The  temptation, 
however,  to  turn  the  Training  Centre  into  a sheltered  workshop  must  be  resisted 
in  the  interest  of  the  trainee.  He  needs  the  instruction  given  in  the  classroom, 
in  the  domestic  science  room,  in  outdoor  activities  and  games,  if  he  is  to  make 
a place  for  himself  in  the  home  and  in  the  community.  The  one  is  complementary 
to  the  other  and  both  forms  of  training  are  needed. 
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It  is  important  that  an  assessment  of  the  value  of  training  be  made  so 
that  the  methods  and  techniques  used  can  be  properly  evaluated  and  amended  in 
the  light  of  experience.  The  great  difficulty  in  making  an  assessment  is  that 
there  is  no  suitable  yardstick  by  which  progress  can  be  measured.  Only 
relatively  few  trainees  ever  reach  a sufficiently  high  standard  to  be 
acceptable  to  industry;  fourteen  have,  in  fact,  made  the  grade  since  the  Adult 
Centre  opened  four  years  ago.  There  is  no  yardstick  by  which  the  progress 
of  the  remainder  can  be  measured  except  by  using  the  experience  of  the  past  and 
making  a hypothetical  comparison  between  the  mentally  subnormals  of  the  present 
with  those  of  the  days  before  training  centres  were  available.  Experience 
suggests  that  training  undoubtedly  keeps  the  individual  up  to  scratch, 
concentrates  his  attention,  quickens  his  interest  and  helps  him  to  accept 
as  a necessary  part  of  his  life  the  normal  social  conventions  and  disciplines. 

In  brief,  training  helps  to  prevent  both  physical  and  moral  deterioration 
which  can  only  too  quickly  overwhelm  the  undisciplined  mentally  subnormal. 

The  older  the  subnormal  becomes  the  greater  the  risk  of  family  breakdown 
and  in  the  past  when  this  occurred  it  invariably  meant  admission  of  the 
subnormal  to  hospital.  But  four  years  ago  the  first  hostel  in  the  County  for 
subnormals  without  satisfactory  home  circumstances  was  opened,  and  Highfield 
House  in  Hemel  Hempstead,  for  twenty-seven  older  girls  and  women  whom  it  was 
hoped  might  eventually  be  able  to. work  and  even  live  in  the  community.  Over 
the  period  just  over  one  half  have  found  suitable  jobs  while  the  remainder 
attend  the  Adult  Training  Centre.  Some  have  returned  home  when  home  conditions 
have  improved,  two  have  married  and  some,  who  proved  unsuitable  for  training, 
have  been  admitted  or  re-admitted  to  hospital.  The  trainees  are  actively 
supported  in  their  new  life  by  the  Warden  and  her  staff  and  by  the  Divisional 
Social  Workers.  Whenever  possible,  links  with  their  homes  are  maintained  and 
two-way  visiting  between  home  and  hostel  encouraged.  Apart  from  the 
recreational  facilities  provided  in  the  hostel  the  girls  attend  the  local 
Community  Centre  shows  and  dances  and  go  to  the  cinema.  Some  even  attend 
special  classes  at  the  local  College  of  Further  Education.  The  hostel  is  no 
longer  an  experiment  but  an  established  success  and  the  concept,  bitterly 
opposed  at  the  beginning  by  many  in  the  community,  has  now  been  completely 
accepted  and  the  girls  made  welcome. 

Many  of  the  social  and  recreational  facilities  which  are  provided  for  the 
mentally  subnormal  would  not  be  available  were  it  not  for  the  considerable  help 
given  by  voluntary  workers,  particularly  by  the  members  of  the  local  branch 
of  the  Society  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped.  For  example,  the  club  night 
at  the  Adult  Training  Centre  is  run  almost  entirely  by  voluntary  workers  who 
also  provide  the  transport.  The  club  began  ten  years  ago  and  was  held  fortnightly 
until  three  years  ago  when  it  became  weekly.  It  gives  to  those  attending 
similar  facilities  to  those  enjoyed  in  the  average  Youth  Club.  The  Society  is 
most  active  in  arranging  summer  holidays,  organising  visits  to  local  places  of 
interest  and  to  the  cinema  and  in  the  Christmas  season  to  concerts  and 
pantomimes.  For  the  junior  section  the  Society  holds  a three  week  programme  of 
games  and  pursuits  to  give  a welcome  break  in  the  long  summer  recess  at  the 
Junior  Training  Centre,  to  those  families  who  find  the  whole  vacation  a little 
too  much  for  their  family  circumstances. 

Turning  to  the  services  provided  for  the  mentally  ill  again  we  find 
voluntary  workers  playing  an  important  role.  The  weekly  Link  Club  which  was 
established  to  provide  entertainment  and  give  support  to  these  people  in 
their  rehabilitation  is  run  almost  entirely  by  members  of  the  local  Toe  H, 
Originally  held  in  the  Marlowes  Health  Centre  it  has  now  transferred  to  the 
Social  Centre  for  the  Blind  where  the  atmosphere  of  a social  rather  than  a 
health  centre  may  prove  more  acceptable  to  the  users.  In  passing  it  is  hoped 
that  a greater  use  of  this  fine  building  will  be  made  in  the  future  and  its 
present  restriction  to  the  one  handicap  of  blindness  be  lifted.  If  its  scope 
could  be  widened  to  include  all  forms  of  handicap  and  all  age  ranges  its  value 
to  the  town  would  be  immeasurably  increased. 
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Another  example  of  voluntary  effort  is  the  Day  Centre  established 
about  eighteen  months  ago  in  Berkhamsted  and  open  each  Tuesday  and 
Thursday.  It  caters  for  those  of  the  elderly  who  suffer  from  minor 
degrees  of  mental  confusion  and  provides  them  with  fellowship  and 
company,  for  they  often  live  alone,  with  occupational  therapy  to 
occupy  their  attention  and  alert  their  minds  and  with  at  least  two 
good  hot  meals  a week  which  they  perhaps  would  not  otherwise  get . 

For  those  not  living  alone  the  Centre  provides  relief  for  the  relatives 
and  friends  who  have  the  hard  task  of  caring  for  them. 

The  experiment  has  succeeded  and  it  is  hoped  will  shortly  be  extended 
by  the  provision  of  a further  Centre  in  Hemel  Hempstead.  Though  its  basis 
is  on  social  grounds  it  has  a clinical  application  which,  in  a limited  way, 
has  already  been  proved.  Loneliness  is  perhaps  the  greatest  handicap  of 
old  age  and  in  itself  can  cause  mental  confusion  or  exaggerate  an  existing 
confusional  state.  If  loneliness  can  be  relieved  the  mental  state  may  be 
improved  and  this  has  been  noticed  among  those  attending  the  Centre  though, 
of  course,  the  improvement,  as  with  so  many  conditions  in  the  elderly, 
may  only  be  temporary.  The  voluntary  workers  clearly  consider  the  job 
worth-while.  Most  began  with  a feeling  of  apprehension,  in  fear  of  a job 
of  which  they  had  no  previous  experience  and  little  knowledge.  They  have 
ended  in  that  happy  state  of  mental  certainty,  confident  that  not  only  can 
they  do  the  work  but  equally  that  it  is  worth  doing. 

Experience  would  suggest  that  in  the  future  development  of  the  County 
social  services,  day  centres  could,  with  benefit,  be  established  as  annexes 
to  Old  People's  Homes.  They  would  serve  the  same  purpose  for  the  residents 
in  the  Homes  whose  mental  confusion  often  causes  embarrassment  to  their 
fellow  residents  as  they  do  for  those  similarly  afflicted  in  the  community. 

The  administration  of  such  annexes  could  readily  be  incorporated  with  that 
of  the  Home  and  the  voluntary  service  aspect  could  still  be  retained. 

Finally,  this  review  would  not  be  complete  without  an  examination  of 
the  work  of  the  Social  Work  Unit,  the  establishment  of  which  has  done  much 
to  further  development  in  the  social  services.  Since  the  inception  of  the 
Unit  three  years  ago  the  progress  £n  the  welfare  services  has  been  remarkable. 
Integration  of  function  has  been  achieved  and  staff,  although  having  a primary 
responsibility  in  one  field,  are  carrying  a less  responsibility  in  other 
areas  of  social  work.  This  integration  has  given  a greater  degree  of 
flexibility  and  enabled  the  Unit  to  meet  a broader  range  of  needs. 

The  range  of  duties  of  the  mental  health  social  workers  has  widened 
and  the  number  of  clients,  interviews  and  visits  has  increased  appreciably. 

The  Unit  has  strengthened  its  linkage  with  the  hospitals,  the  general 
practitioners  and  health  visitors.  Notably  there  has  developed  the  closer  link 
with  the  consultant  psychiatrists  and  consultant  geriatricians  so  that  now 
each  not  only  works  with  the  other  but  also  for  the  other.  This  happy  co- 
operation and  co-ordination  between  hospital  consultants  and  local  health 
authority  social  workers  is  reflected  in  the  services  they  mutually  provide 
by  allowing  not  only  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  work  done  but  also  by 
an  equal  increase  in  its  quality. 

Apart  from  hospital  links  a close  link  has  been  forged  between  the  medical 
social  workers  and  their  colleagues  in  other  social  service  departments  and 
in  the  field  of  voluntary  services.  There  is  a constant  passage  of  information 
among  them,  a greater  awareness  of  each  others  work  and  responsibility  and  a 
greater  co-ordination  of  effort.  Team  work  is  a reality  rather  than  something 
to  be  desired  and  the  size  of  the  team  and  the  scope  of  its  work  is  constantly 
widening.  No  one  has  done  more  to  promote  team-work  within  the  department  and 
outside  it,  or  to  develop  the  social  services  and  to  find  common  ground  among 
workers  in  the  related  disciplines  than  the  Divisional  Social  Worker.  A large 
measure  of  the  success  so  far  achieved  by  the  Social  Work  Unit  is,  without 
doubt,  due  to  his  understanding  and  industry. 

The  jJnit  has  made  a happy  start  to  its  work,  the  future  outlines  for  the 
development  of  the  social  services  can  now  be  more  clearly  seen  and  further 
progress  seems  assured. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Home  Nurses  increased  by  about  4%  from 
41,751  to  43,368.  There  were  the  usual  fluctuations  in  the  number  of  staff 
employed  which  tended  to  be  slightly  less  than  in  previous  years.  The 
additional  visits  were  only  possible  because  of  the  decline  in  domiciliary 
midwifery  allowing  the  District  Nurse/Midwives  to  spend  more  time  in  general 
nursing . 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  difficult  with  each  succeeding  year  to 
recruit  whole-time  nursing  staff.  By  and  large  part-time  staff  meet  the 
needs  of  health  visiting  and  home  nursing  but  not  so  easily  the  special  needs 
of  midwifery.  The  old  happy  concept  of  the  village  nurse  with  the  triple 
qualifications  of  health  visitor,  district  nurse  and  midwife  and  able  to 
perform  all  nursing  duties  is  fast  disappearing.  Indeed  when  one  of  these 
nurses  leaves  a similarly  qualified  successor  can  rarely  be  found.  The 
nursing  services  must  adjust  to  the  changed  conditions  but  inevitably  there 
are  periods  when  it  is  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  them  at  their  former 
level.  There  is  no  easy  solution  to  the  problem  for  the  shortage  of  nurses 
is  common  to  hospital  and  the  community  alike. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  shortage  of  staff  experienced  in  the  nursing  service  applies  with 
even  greater  force  in  the  home  help  service.  With  the  exception  of  the 
organisers  and  the  clerical  staff  it  is  wholly  a part-time  service  in  which 
repeated  staff  changes  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  Nevertheless 
the  overall  number  of  home  helps  employed  in  the  year  remained  relatively 
constant  though  the  number  of  hours  they  gave  increased  by  around  3%.  We 
are  indebted  to  the  many  home  helps  who  responded  to  the  occasion  by  giving 
more  of  their  service  whenever  the  demand  was  great. 

The  pattern  of  supply  was  little  changed  except  that  the  decline  in 
domiciliary  midwifery  allowed  more  help  to  be  given  to  the  aged  and  to  those 
suffering  from  mental  illness.  Recruitment  in  some  of  the  villages  was 
difficult  and  here  the  car-driving  home  help  from  another  area  proved  most 
useful.  The  Good  Neighbour  Service  was  maintained  and  help  could  usually  be 
found  when  required.  Holiday  periods,  as  ever,  were  difficult  to  cover  but 
with  home  helps  assisting  each  other  and  with  some  student  help  a reasonable 
service  was  possible. 

Every  social  service  which  experiences  frequent  staff  changes  owes  much 
to  the  long  service  employee.  Such  people  so  often  reflect  the  true  spirit 
of  service  counting  the  job  above  themselves-  This  Division  is  indeed  fortunate 
in  having  twenty-eight  of  these  good  ladies  in  the  Home  Help  Service,  all  of 
whom  have  served  at  least  five  years,  three  of  whom  have  been  awarded  their 
ten  year  badge  and  four  their  fifteen  year  badge.  In  the  latter  group  one  good 
lady  becomes  eligible  in  1969  for  her  twenty  year  badge,  a very  proud  record  in  this 
day  and  age.  Perhaps  the  example  of  long  service  ladies  is  our  best  weapon  for 
recruitment . 
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